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Institute of Germanic & Romance Studies 
 

On 23 July 2009, the panel of the SAS Review of the IGRS completed its report. It 

concludes: „The Panel was impressed by the range and quality of the Institute‟s activities, 

which have earned it widespread respect within the research communities in French, 

German, Italian and Spanish studies in particular. The Panel was struck by the commitment 

of its academic and administrative staff, which was clearly shown in discussions, and by the 

leadership offered by the Director over a very broad brief. It was also pleased to note how 

well the Germanic and Romance strands of activity inherited from its “parent” Institutes had 

been integrated to form a cohesive organisation‟. Although there are many challenges ahead 

for the Institute, the report continues: „The changes in research culture offer an opportunity 

for the Institute to establish itself at the heart of Modern Languages research in the UK‟.  

 

In 2009-10 we are delighted to announce a new addition to our academic staff: Dr Maria-

José Blanco, who will be running Spanish activities and whose research on women‟s writing 

and autobiographical texts chimes in perfectly with the IGRS‟s research interests and 

particularly the fields covered by our new Centres. These, the Centre for the Study of 

Contemporary Women‟s Writing [CCWW] and the Centre for the Study of Cultural Memory 

[CCM], directed by Gill Rye and Katia Pizzi respectively, have come through their 

preparatory year under the guiding hands of their directors and steering committees, and 

with the administrative and design flair of Ricarda Vidal, and both are being launched this 

year. On 16 October 2009, under the theme of Writing Childhood, the CCWW hosts a group 

of bilingual readings by authors Ana Luísa Amaral (Portugal), Anna Mitgutsch (Austria) and 

Nicoletta Valorani (Italy). On 4-6 February 2010 the CCM is holding its launch in the form of 

an international Conference on Transcultural Memory; among the invited speakers are Astrid 

Erll (Germany), Andrew Hoskins (UK), Dirk Moses (Australia) and Michael Rothberg (USA). 

 

Cultural Memory is also the subject of two other international events to be held at the IGRS 

this year. The first is a workshop by invitation, funded by ESF and COST as the first of five 

debates on Cultural Literacy within a project to examine the changing place of literary and 

cultural studies in Europe: entitled Remembering & Forgetting, it hosts twenty speakers from 

twelve countries. At the other end of the year, 29 June – 3 July, the CCM is organising a 

Summer School on Cultural Memory on behalf of SAS: this is open to everyone interested in 

the field, and will include both seminars and explorations of London‟s lieux de mémoire, 

historic corners and pathways. And of course our MA in Cultural Memory continues alongside 

our new MRes (masters by research) in Modern Languages. 

 

As well as the infant Centres, an energetic programme of activities continues in their older 

sister, the Ingeborg Bachmann Centre for Austrian Literature, directed as always by Martin 

Liebscher in close collaboration with the Austrian Cultural Forum; and the firstborn, the 

Research Centre for German and Austrian Exile Studies, is delighted to announce that, due 

to a generous donation by Daniel Miller in the name of his actor parents Martin Miller and 

Hannah Norbert Miller, their activities are set to expand in a variety of ways. A research 

student begins work this year also due to a kind donation from the Anglo-Austrian Society. 

 

This report would not be complete without three more remarks on the subject of books. 

First: beginning this year a new seminar series, convened by Eduarda Mota, focuses on new 

books to be launched: these include monographs published in 2009 by Gill Rye and Naomi 

Segal. Second: we are proud to announce the imminent appearance this year of the first 

four titles in our publications series igrs books. Third: the Germanic Studies Library has 

moved at last, carefully watched over by subject specialist Martin Liebscher, to its temporary 

new home in the North Block of Senate House, and eagerly awaits your visits. 

 

The IGRS exists to serve its colleagues and friends, creating ways for them to meet, debate 

and pool ideas. Only thus can it continue to „establish itself at the heart of Modern 

Languages research in the UK‟. So come to Stewart House and keep making it happen. 

 

Professor Naomi Segal Director, Institute of Germanic & Romance Studies 
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Staff of the Institute 
 

Full contact details are on p42 

 

Academic staff 

Research interests are on p3 

 

Professor Naomi Segal 

Director 

 

Dr Maria-José Blanco 

Lecturer in Hispanic Culture 

 

Dr Martin Liebscher 

Senior Lecturer in Austrian Studies;  

Director, Ingeborg Bachmann Centre for 

Austrian Literature; Librarian of the 

Germanic Studies Library 

 

Eduarda Mota 

Camões Fellow 

Portuguese Studies 

 

Dr Katia Pizzi  

Senior Lecturer in Italian Studies;  

Director, MRes in Modern Languages; 

Convenor, Research Training; 

Director, Centre for Cultural Memory 

 

Dr Gill Rye 

Reader;  

Director, MA in Cultural Memory;  

Director, Centre for Women‟s Writing; 

Editor, Journal of Romance Studies 

 

 

 

Administrative staff 

 

  

Flo Austin 

Institute Administrator  

 

Jane Lewin 

Administrator (Germanic Studies) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Ricarda Vidal 

Lecturer in Visual Culture;  

Coordinator, Centre for Cultural Memory 

& Centre for Women‟s Writing 

 

Dr Godela Weiss-Sussex 

Senior Lecturer in Modern German 

Literature;  

Coordinator, German academic 

programme 

 

 

 

 

Honorary Associate Directors 

Italian:  

Professor Jane Everson, Royal Holloway, 

 University of London 

Portuguese:  

Dr Juliet Perkins, Kings College London  

Spanish:  

Professor Abigail Lee Six, Royal Holloway, 

 University of London 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Angela Fattibene  

Finance Officer;  

Postgraduate Administrator 
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IGRS Staff Research Fields 
 

The research interests of the academic staff at the IGRS are strongly interdisciplinary and 

comparative across as well as within French, German, Italian and Hispanic studies. 

Particular interests include:  

 

 gender, sexuality and the body;  

 women‟s studies;  

 cultural memory; 

 exile studies and migration; 

 border identities and the city;  

 the imagined city; 

 psychoanalysis;  

 literature and cultural studies,  

 inter-media studies, including cinema and visual arts. 

 

 

Naomi Segal 

Professor Naomi Segal has been a comparatist since her PhD, and researches on literature, 

culture and theory, with a particular interest in psychoanalysis, the body, gender and 

sexuality. In her last post, in the Department of French Studies at the University of 

Reading, she founded and directed the MA on The Body & Representation. She is the author 

of 66 articles and 11 books, most recently Consensuality: Didier Anzieu, gender and the 

sense of touch (2009), Indeterminate Bodies (2003), Le Désir à l’œuvre (2000), André 

Gide: Pederasty & Pedagogy (1998), and Coming Out of Feminism (1997). Among other 

things, she has published on the French récit; the novel of adultery; triangles in Fatal 

Attraction and The Piano; Gide, Barrie, birds and boys; unicorns in Rilke; and Princess 

Diana. She is currently coediting four collections: Vicissitudes: Histories and Destinies of 

Psychoanalysi; ‘When familiar meanings dissolve’: essays in French studies in memory of 

Malcolm Bowie; Le Corps de l’autre: mémoire et psychanalyse; and Opera and the exotic at 

the fin-de-siècle. 

 
Maria-José Blanco 

Dr Maria-José Blanco‟s research interests lie in Contemporary Spanish writers with a special 

focus on Women Writers and Life-Writing. Her PhD thesis (UCL) focuses on the use of life-

writing and writing as therapy in the work of Carmen Martín Gaite (1925-2000) her 

Cuadernos de todo and her 1990s novels. Maria-José edited a special issue of the Journal of 

Romance Studies on the theme of diaries written by women in the luso-hispanic world. She 

organised a conference in 2007 on the theme of Diaries and is organising a conference to 

commemorate the 10th anniversary of Carmen Martín Gaite‟s death in December 2010. At 

the IGRS she convenes the Contemporary Women‟s Writing in Spanish seminar and the 

Spanish Reading Group. Maria-José teaches 20th century Spanish Literature at King‟s 

College London. 

Martin LiebscherDr Martin Liebscher's interests lie in German philosophy of the 19th and 

20th centuries, especially Friedrich Nietzsche, as well as in psychoanalysis and 

psychotherapy (Sigmund Freud, Carl Gustav Jung), its history and influence on literature, 

and in contemporary Austrian literature. His publications include London German Studies 

XII: 'The Racehorse of Genius'. Literary and Cultural Comparisons [edited with Ben 

Schofield and Godela Weiss-Sussex] (2009); Thinking the Unconscious. Nineteenth-century 

German Thought [edited with Angus Nicholls] (2010), Kontinuitäten und Brüche. 

Österreichs literarischer Wiederaufbau seit 1945 [edited with H. Kunzelmann and T. Eicher] 

(2006), Nationalism versus Cosmopolitanism in German Thought and Culture 1789-1914. 

Essays on the Emergence of Europe [edited with M.A. Perkins] (2006), and Nietzsche-

Studien. Gesamtregister Bände 1-20 [1972-91] (2000), as well as articles in specialist 

journals such as Nietzsche-Studien and Nietzscheforschung. Dr Liebscher is Director of the 

Ingeborg Bachmann Centre for Austrian Literature as well the librarian of the Germanic 

Studies Library Collection at the Institute. 

http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/publications/publications.php?pub=644
http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/publications/publications.php?pub=644
http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/publications/publications.php?pub=644
http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/publications/publications.php?pub=637
http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/publications/publications.php?pub=637
http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/publications/publications.php?pub=637
http://www.mellenpress.com/mellenpress.cfm?bookid=6906&pc=9
http://www.mellenpress.com/mellenpress.cfm?bookid=6906&pc=9
http://www.degruyter.de/rs/282_693_ENU_h.htm
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Eduarda Mota  

Eduarda Mota holds the position of IGRS Camões Fellow. Her main role is to promote 

Lusophone-related cultural activities. Her current research interests lie in 20th-century 

Portuguese literature and in the Portuguese literary canon as it has been perceived and 

used by government decision-makers in conceiving the official programmes of Portuguese 

at pre-higher education level. She was one of the contributors to I’man, by José-Alberto 

Marques (2009) a book celebrating 50 years over the publication of the first concrete poem 

in Portugal.    

Katia Pizzi 

Dr Katia Pizzi‟s publications, particularly her monographs A City in search of an Author: The 

Literary Identity of Trieste (2001) and Trieste: italianità, triestinità e male di frontiera 

(2007), discuss authors from Trieste within their wider cultural and historical context and 

address issues of identity formation linked to memory, nationhood, gender, ethnicity and 

confession. Dr Pizzi has since taken her research further into the domain of cultural 

memory and is a member of the European research project ACUME1 and ACUME2. Her 

published research on children‟s illustration and comics has developed into a wider interest 

in the Futurist avant-garde. She is currently writing a book on the Futurists‟ sustained 

interest in technology, particularly machines, as well as editing the proceedings of the 

conference „Pinocchio and the Mechanical Body‟. 

 

Gill Rye 

Dr Gill Rye‟s research interests and publications centre on contemporary French literature, 

especially women‟s writing, feminist theory, gender, mothering, mourning and trauma. She 

convenes the Contemporary Women‟s Writing in French seminar and is Director of the 

Centre for the Study of Contemporary Women‟s Writing at the Institute. Her main 

publications are Narratives of Mothering (2009), Reading for Change (2001) and Women’s 

Writing in Contemporary France (2003, co-edited with Michael Worton), plus edited special 

issues of Dalhousie French Studies (2004), L’Esprit Créateur (2005) and, with Carrie Tarr, 

Nottingham French Studies (2006).   

 

Ricarda Vidal 

Dr Ricarda Vidal‟s research interests lie in 20th and 21st century visual and literary culture. 

She wrote her PhD (London Consortium) on the obsession with speed and the fascination 

with the car and car crashes in 20th-century Western culture. While she is currently 

preparing her thesis for publication, she has also started to work on a new project for which 

she focuses on gentrification and urban development (in particular in London's East End) 

and artistic practice as a countermovement to the commodification of culture and tradition. 

Ricarda‟s articles explore the legacy of Modernism and Romanticism, speed, the car and 

driving as cultural phenomena as well as artist film and video. Apart from her academic 

work, she also works as a curator for video art and is founding director of the international 

shortfilm competition Betting on Shorts: More than a Eurovision of Shortfilm 

(www.bettingonshorts.com) 

 

Godela Weiss-Sussex 

Dr Godela Weiss-Sussex‟s main research interests lie in the culture and literature of the 

19th and 20th centuries in the following areas: the works of German-Jewish writers 

produced in Germany and in exile; contemporary women‟s writing; the representation of 

the city in literature and the relationship between literary text, contemporary aesthetic 

theory and the visual arts. Her publications include: ‘Not an Essence but a Positioning’: 

German-Jewish Women Writers, 1900-1938 (2009, co-edited with Andrea Hammel); 

‘Verwisch die Spuren!’ Bertolt Brecht’s Work and Legacy – A Reassessment (2008, co-

edited with Robert Gillett); Berlin. Kultur und Metropole in den Zwanziger und seit den 

Neunziger Jahren (2007, co-edited with Ulrike Zitzlsperger); Georg Hermann. Deutsch-

jüdischer Schriftsteller und Journalist, 1871-1943 (2004, edited); and Metropolitan 

Chronicles. Georg Hermann’s Berlin Novels 1897 to 1912 (2000). 

 

http://www.bettingonshorts.com/
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Honorary Fellows of the Institute 
 

Honorary Senior Fellows 
Emil Brix, Vienna/London 

John L. Flood, London 

Siegbert Prawer, Oxford 

J.R. Stewart, Brighton 

Bernhard Stillfried, Vienna 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Honorary Fellows 

W.H. Barber, London 

Wilfried Barner, Göttingen 

Michael S. Batts, British Columbia 

Peter Bayley, Cambridge 

Werner Besch, Bonn 

Patrick Boyde, Cambridge 

C.P. Brand, Edinburgh 

Victor Brombert, Princeton 

Peter Brooks, Yale 

Terence Cave, Oxford 

Mary Ann Caws, CUNY 

J. Chénieux-Gendron, CNRS 

Jacques Chevrier, Paris 

Michel Contat, Paris 

Jonathan Culler, Cornell 
Michael Curschmann, Princeton 

Peter Demetz, Yale 

Umberto Eco, Bologna 

Hans Eichner, Toronto † 

Xenja von Ertzdorff, Gießen 

Shoshana Felman, Yale 

Gonthier-Louis Fink, Strasbourg 

John L. Flood, London 

Peter France, Edinburgh 

Jean Franco, Columbia 

Margit Frenk, UNAM 

Wolfgang Frühwald, Bonn 

Marc Fumaroli, Paris 

Kurt Gärtner, Trier 

Mary M. Gaylord, Harvard 

William P. Gerritsen, Utrecht 

Sander P. Gilman, Emory 

Nigel Glendinning, London 

Klaus Grubmüller, Göttingen 

Karl S. Guthke, Harvard 

Wolfgang Harms, Munich 

Sir Martin Harris, Manchester 

Thomas R. Hart, Oregon 

Francis Higman, Geneva 

Peter Uwe Hohendahl, Cornell 

Volker Honemann, Münster 

Hans Otto Horch, Aachen 

Werner Keller, Cologne 

Alan C Kirkness, Auckland 

Jo Labanyi, New York 

Eberhard Lämmert, Berlin 

Annette Lavers, London 

Helder Macedo, London 
Antal Mádl, Budapest  

 

 

Peter von Matt, Zürich 

Kenneth Maxwell, Columbia 

Pier Vincenzo Mengaldo, Padua 

Ian Michael, Oxford 

Katharina Mommsen, Stanford 

Ulrich Müller, Salzburg 

Walter Müller-Seidel, Munich 

Adolf Muschg, Zürich 

Gerhard Neumann, Munich 

Peter Horst Neumann, Nuremberg † 

Els Oksaar, Hamburg 

Ulrich Ott, Marbach 

Karl Pestalozzi, Basel 

Michelangelo Picone, Zurich 

José V. de Pina, Lisbon  
Aníbal Pinto de Castro, Coimbra 

Rebecca Posner, Oxford 

S.S. Prawer, Oxford 

Glanville Price, Aberystwyth 

Paul Raabe, Halle 

Andrew Radford, Essex 

Stephen Reckert, London/Lisbon 

Francisco Rico, Barcelona 

François Rigolot, Princeton 

Martín de Riquer, Barcelona 

Elias L. Rivers, SUNY at Stony Brook 

David Robey, Reading 

Eda Sagarra, Dublin 

Albrecht Schöne, Göttingen 

Werner Schröder, Marburg 

Ute Schwab, Catania 

M.A. Screech, Oxford 

Cesare Segre, Pavia 

Jean Starobinski, Geneva 

Stefan Sonderegger, Zurich 

Anthony R. Stephens, Sydney 

J.R. Stewart, Brighton 

Bernhard Stillfried, Vienna 

Birgit Stolt, Stockholm 

Joseph Strelka, New York 

Jean-Yves Tadié, Paris 

Arthur Terry, Essex 

Tzvetan Todorov, Paris 

Jean-Marie Valentin, Paris 

Alberto Varvaro, Naples 

Nigel Vincent, Manchester 

Burghart Wachinger, Tübingen 

Sigrid Weigel, Berlin 
Dieter Wuttke. Bamberg 

Theodore Ziolkowski, Princeton 
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Senior Research Fellows 

 

 

Andrew W. Barker, Edinburgh 

Anna Laura Lepschy, London 

J.M. Ritchie, Sheffield 

Elinor Shaffer, London
 

Associate Fellows 
 

Associate Fellows of the Institute contribute to its 
teaching and research training programmes 

 

 

Andrew Asibong, Birkbeck, London 

Paul Antick, Roehampton 

Celia Britton, UCL 

Lucia Boldrini, Goldsmiths 

Andrew Bowie, RHUL 

Charmian Brinson, Imperial 

Beverley Butler, UCL 

Eleanor Chiari, UCL 

Richard Crownshaw, Goldsmiths 

Jane Desmarais, Goldsmiths 

Richard Dove, London 

Claire Feehily, Birkbeck 

John Foot, UCL 

Jane Gilbert, UCL 

Rüdiger Görner, QMUL 

Carrie Hamilton, Roehampton 

Henderson, Institute of Education 

David Henn, UCL 

Edward Hughes, QMUL 

Akane Kawakami, Birkbeck 

Debra Kelly, Westminster 

Robin Kirkpatrick, Cambridge 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Dilwyn Knox, UCL 

Gabriel Koureas, Birkbeck  

Joanne Leal, Birkbeck   

Christina Manson, Kent 

Laura Marcus, Edinburgh 

Philippe Marlière, UCL 

David Midgley, Cambridge 

Angus Nicholls, QMUL 

Parvati Nair, QMUL 

George Paizis, UCL 

David Robey, Reading 

Diane Silverthorne, Birkbeck and RCA 

Max Saunders, KCL 

Simon Trafford, IHR 

Horst Turk, Göttingen 

Robert Vilain, RHUL 

David Vilaseca, RHUL 

Shirley Vinall, Reading 

Alexander Weber, Birkbeck 

Caragh Wells, Bristol 

Colette Wilson, Kent 
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Visiting Fellowships at the IGRS 
 

The Institute welcomes applications for non-stipendiary Visiting Fellowships. Candidates 

should intend to undertake research in a field relevant to the Institute‟s work, and should 

wish to spend a period of time (normally from one month to one year) in London. Research 

students may be considered for non-stipendiary Visiting Scholarships. The Sylvia Naish 

Bequest makes available one postgraduate Fellowship and two postdoctoral Visiting 

Fellowships annually; selection is by competition, see below. Naish Fellows are indicated 

with an asterisk in the list on p8.  

 

The Institute can usually (but not always) offer office accommodation, and Fellows can use 

email and other Institute and School facilities. They are provided with membership of the 

Senate House Library and free access to the Institute‟s conference programme. Continuing 

Fellows are asked to contribute £100 annually and Visiting Fellows who have external 

funding are required to pay a bench fee of £500 per half-year.  

 

Applications can be made at any time, but preferably six months before the intended visit; 

they should be made to the Director by email, giving the proposed dates and including a 

brief curriculum vitae and research proposal.  

 
Awards, Scholarships and Fellowships in Germanic Studies 
 

The IGRS offers the following awards in Germanic Studies in 2009-10: 

 

William Robson-Scott Travelling Scholarship 

 

This scholarship was established in memory of Professor W. D. Robson-Scott, Director of 

the Institute of Germanic Studies from 1968 to 1973. It is designed to assist postgraduate 

students registered at a UK university to travel abroad in connection with research bearing 

on the languages and literatures of the German-speaking countries, the Netherlands, or 

Scandinavia. The closing date for receipt of applications (which may not be made 

retrospectively) is 31 March 2010. For further details and application forms, contact Jane 

Lewin (jane.lewin@sas.ac.uk). 

 

Sylvia Naish Research Student Lecture 

 
Launched in memory of Sylvia Naish, an accomplished linguist, translator, and benefactor 

of the Institute of Germanic Studies, who died in 1996, these annual lectures offer research 

students registered at universities in the UK the opportunity to give a lecture at the 

Institute. The lecture forms part of the Institute‟s programme of events, is endowed with 

an honorarium of £100 together with modest expenses, and an abridged version is 

published in the annual magazine of the Friends of Germanic Studies. Proposals, related to 

the student‟s topic of research and including an abstract of not more than 500 words, 

should be sent by 30 October annually to Godela Weiss-Sussex (godela.weiss-

sussex@sas.ac.uk).  

 

 

Sylvia Naish Fellowships 

 

These Fellowships are endowed by a generous bequest from the estate of Sylvia Naish. For 

each of the Fellowships offered below, application is by curriculum vitae and covering letter, 

which should reach Godela Weiss-Sussex at the IGRS (godela.weiss-sussex@sas.ac.uk) by 

1 March 2010. Candidates should indicate which of the fellowships they are applying for, 

and arrange for two academic references in support of their application to be sent direct to 

Dr Weiss-Sussex by the closing date.  

 

mailto:jane.lewin@sas.ac.uk)
mailto:godela.weiss-sussex@sas.ac.uk
mailto:godela.weiss-sussex@sas.ac.uk
mailto:godela.weiss-sussex@sas.ac.uk
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The Sylvia Naish Research Fellowship (£2,000) is open to postdoctoral applicants 

domiciled in one of the German-speaking countries, who wish to spend up to two months at 

the Institute. Applicants must have a strong publications record and be in the early stages 

of their academic career. Those holding a lectureship or equivalent position at a university 

or similar institution will normally only be considered if they are taking unpaid leave for the 

duration of the Fellowship. The Fellowship may not be held concurrently with another 

fellowship or award. 

 
The Sylvia Naish Postdoctoral Fellowship (£1,000) is open to postdoctoral applicants 

living in the UK, who wish to spend up to one month at the Institute. Conditions as above. 

 
The Sylvia Naish Postgraduate Fellowship (£1,000) is open to students in their second 

or third year of study for a higher degree at a university in the UK, who wish to spend up to 

one month at the Institute.  

 

 

 

IGRS Visiting Fellows in 2009-10 
 
Dr Delphine Bénézet (KCL): Agnès Varda 

Dr Eleanor Chiari (UCL): Contemporary Italian History and Culture 

Dr Roger Cook (Reading): Democratic Dandyism 

Professor Ruth Dawson (Hawaii): European representations of Catherine the Great 

Sándor Hites (Budapest): The role of 1830s  British novels in the development of the Hungarian 

novel 

Dr Sharon Kivland (Sheffield Hallam): Sigmund Freud 

Dr Hyunseon Lee (Siegen): Madame Butterfly  

Giulia Massini (Bologna): Children's literature in English and in Italian, with focus on Gianni Rodari 

Séverine Meunier (Harvard): Proust: La Recherche comme laboratoire de la modernité littéraire 

Dr Aino Rinhaug (Oslo): Portuguese Literature : Fernando Pessoa and António Lobo Antunes 

Dr Victoria Rodriguez Ortiz (Cordoba): Ethics for Citizenship. Public Participation and the Quality of 

Democracy 

* Dr Kate Roy (Lugano): Ethnicising the Fräuleinwunder and the beurette 

Dr Ben Schofield (KCL): Culture, History and Literature of Germany in 19th and 20th centuries 

Dr Johan Siebers (Central Lancashire): Ernst Bloch’s Hermeneutics of Desire: an Interpretation of 

Das Prinzip Hoffnung 

Dr Barbara Straumann (Zürich): Embodied voices (female singers) 

Dr Simone Testa (RHUL): Scholarly editions and commentaries on Scipio Di Castro’s Delli 

fondamenti dello stato et instrumenti del regnare 

Dr Phoebe von Held: Film Script of ‘Le Rêve de d’Alembert’ 

Dr Julia Wagner (UCL): Living memory: trauma on film 

Dr Colette Wilson (Kent): French representations of Egypt in the nineteenth and twentieth 

centuries. 
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Fellowships at the School of Advanced Study 
 

Visiting Professorial Fellowships at the School of Advanced Study 

 

The School offers two Visiting Professorial Fellowships: the S. T. Lee Professorial Fellowship 

and the School of Advanced Study Fellowship. Each is tenable for up to 6 months between 

September and June, and is designed for distinguished senior scholars who wish to pursue 

research in London in one or more of the areas covered by the School‟s Institutes, and in 

so doing engage in an active relationship with its multi-disciplinary scholarly community. 

 

Fellowships cover travel, accommodation and research costs (maximum £14,000) in the 

six-month period. Details, including method of application, are published in October for the 

following year. For further details, contact the Dean‟s Office, School of Advanced Study,  

University of London, Senate House, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU. 

 

University of London Research Fellowships at the School of Advanced Study 

 

The School of Advanced Study has created a new category of Fellowships, intended for 

academic staff in the federal University of London. These are 4-month appointments, 

designed to provide relief from teaching and administration so as to give staff research 

time not otherwise available to them within the research leave arrangements of their 

College. Fellowships are available to staff of any grade in permanent academic post at 

Colleges of the University of London in a discipline of the humanities and social sciences 

relevant to any Institute of the School. Fellowships are not remunerated.  

 

The School will provide £5,000 (to the College or Department, as appropriate) towards buy-

out of teaching. Fellows will have access to a desk and appropriate facilities, in shared 

office space in the School. Fellows will be expected to contribute to the life of the School 

including giving a seminar in the Dean‟s seminar series. 

 

A defined research output is assumed as the goal but it is not required that this 

immediately follow the Fellowship. The project proposal (max 1,500 words) should indicate 

the contribution expected from the proposed period of research leave. Applications must be 

on the prescribed form, obtainable from the Dean‟s Office (School of Advanced Study, 

University of London, Senate House, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU; 

deans.office@sas.ac.uk) including the research proposal, brief curriculum vitae and the 

names of two academic referees. Applications require the endorsement of the applicant‟s 

head of department. The Dean‟s Office can also supply details on the closing date for 

applications.  

 

mailto:deans.office@sas.ac.uk
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Germanic Studies Library 
 
The Germanic Studies Library, formerly the Library of the Institute of Germanic Studies, 

has now moved into the Senate House. Open-access material is located on the second floor 

of the North Block; volumes from the stacks can be ordered online and retrieved from the 

Senate House Library issue desk on the fourth floor of the South Block. The online 

catalogue system indicates whether a title is on open or closed access. The Librarian, Dr 

Martin Liebscher, can be consulted on Monday and Thursday mornings, as well as on Friday 

afternoons, in Room 306 in the North Block. 

 

The collection is devoted principally to German language and literature from their 

respective beginnings to the present day and it has substantial collections of  

 
 books  

 journals   

 microfiches  

 theses and  

 archives covering these fields.  

 

While language and literature (above all, primary texts) make up the bulk of the holdings, 

there are also smaller collections on background subjects such as history, art, folklore, 

publishing and other Germanic languages. The holdings on German film and theatre history 

are more than just „background‟, as is the Wende collection. Works by philosophers are in 

general integrated with the literature sequences. Also collected are works relating to the 

history of German studies, above all in the United Kingdom, but also in the German-

speaking countries and the USA. Titles include biographies and Festschriften of important 

scholars, and general histories of Germanistik. The Priebsch-Closs Collection of rare books 

and journals stretches from the late 15th to the 20th century, with hundreds of editions 

from the classical and Romantic periods at its core. Book holdings are supported by 

numerous archives of individual scholars and material collected by the Conference of 

University Teachers of German in Great Britain and Ireland (CUTG) are kept at the 

Institute.  

 

In all areas, the Library has collected as many reference works as possible: bibliographies, 

encyclopaedias, lexica, biographical dictionaries and so on, and are available on open 

access. The whole stock is for reference only, but photocopying facilities are available. 

Readers can trace items they require using the online catalogue 

http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/search~S9.  
 

Admission  

The Library is open to all bona fide researchers who can make use of its resources.  
 

 

http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/search~S9
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Research Centres  
 

Ingeborg Bachmann Centre for Austrian Literature 
 
The founding of the Ingeborg Bachmann Centre in 2002 was an important initiative in 

bringing to a wider audience the rich and varied contribution made by Austria to modern 

German-language literature. With the support of the Austrian Cultural Forum, the Erste 

Bank and the Österreich Kooperation, and latterly the Bithell Bequest Fund (University of 

London) the Centre has established itself at the forefront of research on Austrian culture 

and literature, reaching out beyond the confines of academia and provoking a lively interest 

in Austrian literature among the English-speaking public.  

 

2009-2010 promises as rich and diverse a programme as in previous years. The calendar 

will include readings by two major Austrian writers, three conferences, a reading/recital, a 

lecture on Freud‟s portrayal of Jews in Greater Austria by Siegbert Prawer and the third 

Bachmann Centre Lecture, which will be given by Andrew Barker. 

 

Both Lydia Mischkulnig and Anna Mitgutsch will give readings this year: Mischkulnig as 

writer-in-residence, and Mitgutsch at the launch of the Institute‟s Centre for the Study of 

Contemporary Women‟s Writing in October.  

 

The 200th anniversary of Haydn‟s death will be commemorated with a recital by the Matteo 

Quartet and a reading by Eva Maria Teja Mayer, an event sponsored by the John Coffin 

Memorial Fund of the University. Haydn also features in the conference marking the death 

of Peter Branscombe, Professor of Austrian Studies at St Andrews University. The event will 

bring together colleagues and friends speaking on topics central to his research, and will 

conclude with a reception and concert.  

 

The „Polemical Austria‟ conference in May will examine the concept of „Austria‟ as seen 

through the eyes of various social groups after 1945. Shedding light on Austria‟s self-

perception will be historians and literary scholars, and among the eminent speakers is 

Robert Evans. 

 

Many events look to the past for inspiration, but the season ends on a forward-looking 

note. The postgraduate conference on current research in Austrian literature meets for the 

seventh year running, and gives young scholars the opportunity to come into contact with 

latest developments in the field.  

 

All events are open to everyone interested. For further information contact Dr Martin 

Liebscher, Ingeborg Bachmann Centre for Austrian Literature, IGRS, Senate House, Malet 

Street, London WC1E 7HU; 020 7862 8959; martin.liebscher@sas.ac.uk. 

 

 

Research Centre for German and Austrian Exile Studies  
 

The Exile Centre was established at the then Institute of Germanic Studies in 1995, when 

the Institute offered a home to this new organisation, which combined the former London 

Research Group for German Exile Studies and the Research Centre for Germans and 

Austrians in Great Britain. Its Chair is Professor J.M. Ritchie, Emeritus Professor of German 
at Aberdeen, who donated the Ritchie Collection of books on exile to the Library. 

The work of the Centre focuses on the history of German-speaking émigrés (including those 

from the then Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Poland) who found refuge in Great Britain, on 

their personal recollections and experiences, their reception in British society, and their 

enrichment of the life of their new country of residence in such varied spheres as the 

professions, industry, literature, art and culture, politics, publishing, the media and the 

world of entertainment and leisure.  

Field Code Changed
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The main focus of the Centre has so far been on the émigrés who came to Britain in the 

1930s and 1940s, but it also intends to embrace the important groups of émigrés who 
arrived in the 19th century and earlier.  

The Centre aims to promote research in exile studies and, with the Institute, to establish 

postgraduate scholarships and research fellowships to allow scholars to pursue research in 

the field. In addition to the books held in the Germanic Studies Collection, the Centre is 

building up an archive of documents and taped interviews as a historical record of exile life 

in this country. The Centre seeks to facilitate research in the field of Exile Studies by means 
of:  

 An annual lecture by an eminent speaker and a number of research seminars 

throughout the academic year 

 A conference every three years, of which the proceedings are published 

 Publications in the field and the Yearbook, published by Editions Rodopi, Amsterdam 

 Projects such as the Oral History project, a series of interviews with surviving émigrés 

detailing their personal accounts, published as Changing Countries, and the study of the 

Austrian Centre, the principal organization in London for refugees from Austria during 

the wartime years, published as Wien - London Hin und Retour.  

 

The Centre held some of the first conferences on exile in Great Britain and continues to be 

active in this way. A one-day conference to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the 

Kindertransport took place in September 2009. A three-day conference on „Austrian and 

German Exiles in the Performing Arts in Britain‟ will be held in September 2011. 

 

Two forthcoming books by members of the Centre are: 

 

Jewish Refugees from Germany and Austria in Britain, 1933-1970: Their Image in AJR 

Information, by Anthony Grenville  

 
Politics by Other Means. The Free German League of Culture in London 1939-1946 by 

Charmian Brinson and Richard Dove (both volumes to be published by Vallentine 

Mitchell during 2010) 

 

For further information on the Centre, please contact: Dr Marian Malet, Correspondence 

Secretary, Research Centre for German and Austrian Exile Studies, IGRS, Senate House, 

London WC1E 7HU;  exileresearch.igrs@sas.ac.uk. 

The most notable recent development has been the founding of the Martin Miller and 

Hannah Norbert-Miller Trust to support the work of the Research Centre. Established with a 

very generous donation, the Trust will enable the Centre to offer a bursary tenable at the 

Institute for postgraduate research in German-speaking Exile Studies, and to support 

various other activities. 

For further information on the Centre‟s publications, please contact Jane Lewin, IGRS, 

Senate House, London WC1E 7HU; 020 7862 8966; jane.lewin@sas.ac.uk.  

 

mailto:exileresearch.igrs@sas.ac.uk
mailto:jane.lewin@sas.ac.uk
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Centre for the Study of Cultural Memory (CCM) 
 

The Centre for the Study of Cultural Memory (CCM) provides an interdisciplinary and cross-

cultural forum for literary scholars, historians, cultural critics, sociologists, practising artists 

and others with an interest in research on the study of memory.  

 

Linking with the Institute‟s unique MA in Cultural Memory and the long-established Seminar 

in Cultural Memory, the CCM organises and hosts an extensive programme of seminars, 

conferences and workshops. Further it provides a range of web-based resources such as an 

international bibliography in memory studies, a database of researchers, an events-listing 

and publications of original (non-copyrighted) sources and abstracts of relevant articles and 

talks. 

 

The Centre is being developed with a grant by the Dean‟s Development Fund and will be 

formally launched with a conference on Transcultural Memory on 4-6 February 2010.  

 

Steering Committee:  

Dr. Rick Crownshaw (English and Comparative Literature, Goldsmiths University of London) 

Dr. Carrie Hamilton (Spanish and Latin American Studies, University of Roehampton) 

Prof. Jo Labanyi (Spanish and Portuguese Studies, New York University) 

Dr. Katia Pizzi (Italian Studies, IGRS; Chair) 

Dr. Susannah Radstone (Social Sciences, Media and Cultural Studies, University of East 

London)  

Dr. Ricarda Vidal (Visual Culture, IGRS; Co-ordinator) 

Dr. Colette Wilson (French Studies, IGRS) 

 

For further information on the Centre or to become involved, please contact: Dr. Katia Pizzi 

or Dr. Ricarda Vidal, CCM, IGRS, University of London, Senate House, London WC1E 7HU; 

katia.pizzi@sas.ac.uk or ricarda.vidal@sas.ac.uk; http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/research/CCM.html  

 

 

Centre for the Study of Contemporary Women’s Writing – 

French, German, Italian, Portuguese and Spanish (CCWW) 
 

The Centre for the Study of Contemporary Women‟s Writing (CCWW) is being developed 

with a grant from  the Dean‟s Development Fund and will be formally launched on 16 

October 2009. It builds on the inter/national seminar/network on Contemporary Women‟s 

Writing in French (CWWF), established at the IRS in 2000, which runs a website, regular 

seminars, conferences, newsletters and other activities. For details on CWWF, see p13. A 

new Spanish-stream seminar starts this year (see p39). 

 

The aim of the Centre is to promote and facilitate national and international research on 

contemporary writing by women in French, German, Italian, Portuguese and Spanish. 

CCWW activities and events focus predominantly on a rich and fascinating corpus of post-

1968 authors and texts, but a wider understanding of „contemporary‟ is also welcomed. The 

Centre:  

 

- acts as an umbrella organisation to bring together scholars interested in 

women‟s writing in each of the Institute‟s language areas 

 

- stimulates and hosts networking opportunities 

 

- fosters cross-cultural collaboration amongst scholars in the field of contemporary 

women‟s writing  

 

- provides a variety of online research resources  

 

mailto:katia.pizzi@sas.ac.uk
mailto:ricarda.vidal@sas.ac.uk
http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/research/CCM.html
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- organises both single language and cross-cultural events (conferences, study 

days, seminars, book launches, readings, workshops, reading groups, round-

tables)  

 

- generates and carries out or facilitates research projects, especially comparative 

and cross-cultural collaborations 

 

 

Steering Committee:  

Dr Adalgisa Giorgio (Bath, Italian);  

Professor Abigail Lee Six (Royal Holloway, Spanish) 

Professor Hilary Owen (Manchester, Portuguese) 

Dr Gill Rye (IGRS, French, Director of Centre) 

Dr Ricarda Vidal (IGRS, Centre Co-ordinator) 

Dr Godela Weiss-Sussex (IGRS, German) 

 

For further information on the Centre, please contact: Dr Gill Rye or Dr Ricarda Vidal, 

CCWW, IGRS, University of London, Senate House, London WC1E 7HU; gill.rye@sas.ac.uk 

or ricarda.vidal@sas.ac.uk; http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/research/CCWW.htm 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gill.rye@sas.ac.uk
mailto:ricarda.vidal@sas.ac.uk
http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/research/CCWW.htm
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English Goethe Society 

 
The English Goethe Society was founded in 1886 for the purpose of promoting the study of 

Goethe‟s work and thought. It is the oldest learned society devoted to German studies in 

the United Kingdom and is, at the same time, at the forefront of research on Goethe, 

promoting work by practically all British scholars in the field. In 1891 the Society‟s scope 

was extended, so that, while always keeping Goethe as the central figure, the attention of 

its members might also be directed to other fields of German literature. Besides Lessing, 

Schiller, and other 18th-century writers, it regularly includes work on 19th- and 20th-

century authors, notably Thomas Mann. The Society pursues its aims by means of 

meetings, discussions, conferences, the publication of transactions, and in any other mode 

that from time to time may seem advisable to its governing body. 

 

The Society meets five times a year at the IGRS; in addition, the Ida Herz Lecture is held in 

alternate years. Apart from the main event of the evening - a paper delivered by a guest 

speaker - there is also an opportunity for members to meet over a glass of sherry before 

the paper, and to engage in discussion with the speaker afterwards. The Society organizers 

occasional workshops and conferences on topics or authors falling within its purview.  

 

The Publications of the English Goethe Society (PEGS) appear annually and contain the 

papers delivered to the Society during the previous year. The library and archives of the 

Society are placed on permanent loan at the Germanic Studies Library, Senate House.  

 

For further details contact Jane Lewin (jane.lewin@sas.ac.uk; 020 7862 8966). 

 

Programme for 2009-2010: 

(For up-to-date information on individual events, please refer to the IGRS online events 

calendar: http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/events/lectures.html and click on „events calendar‟.) 

 

Thursdays, 5.15pm for 5.45pm 

 

29 October 

Angus Nicholls (London):  Between Natural and Human Science: Scientific Method in 

Goethe’s Noten und Abhandlungen zum West-Östlichen Divan 

3 December  

Robert Weninger (London): ‘A Great Poet on a Great Brother Poet’: a Parallactic Reading 

of Goethe and James Joyce  

28 January  

Anil Bhatti (New Delhi): The art of Cultural Metamorphosis: Goethe's Divan as an 

Experiment  

11 March  

Peter Riedl (Freiburg): Die Kunst der Muße. Über ein Ideal in der Literatur um 1800  

22 April 

Claudia Nitschke (Oxford): Semiotizing the Body: Corporeality and Emotion in Goethe’s 

Die Wahlverwandtschaften 

27 May (the Ida Herz Lecture) 

Yahya Elsaghe (Berne): Jewish Names in Thomas Mann 

 

 

 

http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/events/lectures.html
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Friends of Germanic Studies 
 

The Friends of Germanic Studies were established in 1986 to promote activities which were 

beyond the means of the Institute‟s slender budget, and now directly support research in 

the languages, literatures, and cultures of the German-speaking countries. Since they were 

established in 1986, the Friends have sponsored lecture series, special publications, visiting 

fellowships and a studentship in modern German literature. A generous donation from 

anonymous sources has enabled the Friends to offer a second studentship in the area of 

20th-century migration to Britain from Austria. 

 

The Library holds a special place in the Friends‟ affection: grants have been made not only 

for the purchase of new books but also for the restoration of many older and important 

volumes which, now once more accessible to readers, would have had to be withdrawn 

from use. The current climate in the study of modern foreign languages means that 

institutes rely increasingly on the goodwill of their members, and the very significant 

contribution made by their Friends, to maintain the services and facilities upon which 

researchers depend. 

 

The Friends meet annually in the spring, the event combining a short lecture on a topic of 

general interest with an exhibition of some of the Library‟s treasures, as well as an 

opportunity to renew social contacts. In appreciation of their support, Friends are invited to 

events such as the Bithell Memorial Lecture, and receive complimentary copies of the 

Friends magazine and published lectures. Titles published in the Germanic publications 

series can be obtained, and conferences attended, at preferential rates. 

 

Friends can subscribe on an annual or lifetime basis. Individuals subject to tax in the UK 

can increase the value of their donation substantially at no extra cost to themselves under 

the Gift Aid Scheme. Companies taxed in the UK can claim relief on their donations.  

 

Annual Meeting of the Friends of Germanic Studies at the IGRS: 

Wednesday, 5 May 2010, 4pm to 6pm 

Details to be announced. 

 

Officers 

Chair: Lady Regine Aldington, PhD 

Administrator: Jane Lewin 

 

For further information, please contact the Friends‟ Administrator at the Institute of 

Germanic & Romance Studies, Senate House, Malet Street, London WC1 7HU 

(jane.lewin@sas.ac.uk; 020 7862 8966) 
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Friends of Italian Studies 
 

The Friends of Italian Studies at the IGRS provides a bridge between the academic world of 

Italian Studies in the UK and the broader public that may have an interest in or a passion 

for Italy. The aims of the Friends are to organize events, seminars, conferences, film 

screenings and visits to museums that will broaden a public understanding of Italy and 

work together to promote Italian studies in London. We would also like the Friends to 

become a fundraising network whose support will help sponsor scholarships and funds for 

Italian or British students wishing to concentrate on Italian subjects at the Institute.  

 

The Friends of Italian Studies also run an informal Reading Group to discuss classic and 

contemporary Italian novels available both in Italian and in translation. For more 

information and to sign up for the Reading Group please contact Dr Katia Pizzi 

(katia.pizzi@sas.ac.uk). 

 

As a token of appreciation for their support, Friends are offered: 

 

 Reduced rates of entry at the Estorick Collection of Italian Art 

 Discounts at the bookshop at the Estorick Collection 

 Discounts at the Italian Bookshop in Cecil Court  

 Preferential rates at all Italian conferences and symposia hosted by the IGRS 

 

The minimum annual donation is £20 (£10 for students). To join, please email Angela 

Fattibene at angela.fattibene@sas.ac.uk (020 7862 8738), who will send you an application 

form, to be completed and returned to the IGRS. There are also opportunities for corporate 

donations and named scholarships. For further information on these, contact Katia Pizzi.  

 

 

Programme 2009-10 

 

17 October: Clothing the Naked: Pirandello and Pirandellismo. Annual conference of the 

Society for Pirandello Studies 

26 October:  Stefano Benni, the renowned author of Bar Sport (1976), Il bar sotto il 

mare (1987) and Elianto (1996), will read excerpts from his recent work 

29 October: Manuele Gragnolati and Sara Fortuna (eds) will launch their volume The 

Power of Disturbance: Elsa Morante’s Aracoeli 

20 November: Italian Immigrant Communities in the UK: The Case of Bedford. The first of 

a series of conferences investigating the social history, culture and language of Italian 

immigrants in the UK 

27-28 November: Annual conference of ASMI (Association for the Study of Modern Italy) 

4 December: Italian Research Training Seminar 

4 December: Prize-winning poet Antonella Anedda-Angioy will read from her work in 

conversation with translator and author Jamie McKendrick 

15-16 January: Conference on Fabrizia Ramondino (1936-2008) 

4-6 February: Transcultural Memory. A three-day event to celebrate the launch of the 

Centre for the Study of Cultural Memory Studies (CCM) 

5 March: Italian Research Training Seminar 

5 March: Coffin Lecture. Professor Franco Moretti (Stanford University) will give a talk 

on network theory 

20 May: Film Screening of Mio fratello e` figlio unico (Daniele Luchetti; 2007) Dr Jordan 

Lancaster, English translator of the novel, will introduce the film 

 

 

mailto:katia.pizzi@sas.ac.uk
mailto:angela.fattibene@sas.ac.uk
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European Science Foundation 
 
Professor Naomi Segal is the UK representative on the Standing Committee for the 

Humanities of the European Science Foundation (ESF). In June 2007, IGRS hosted the 

annual meeting of the Standing Committee‟s Core Group and Member Organisations. The 

SCH is one of ESF‟s five Standing Committees. The ESF is the only European agency where 

the Humanities enjoy equal status with the other research fields: Physical and Engineering 

Sciences; Medical Sciences; Life, Earth and Environmental Sciences, and Social Sciences. 

 

The main tasks of the Standing Committee for the Humanities are: to encourage 

interdisciplinary work through the independent evaluation of collaborative research 

proposals emanating from the scholarly community; to identify priority research areas and 

to play an integrative and coordinating role by creating links between research communities 

which in the Humanities are often small and fragmented; to contribute to the development 

of the ESF science policy agenda; and to provide expert advice on science policy actions at 

the European level in the field of its responsibilities.  

 

In 2009, Naomi Segal was commissioned by the SCH to represent it on three projects: 

representing the Humanities on a review of the Research Conferences Scheme between ESF 

and the University of Linköping, serving on the Review Monitoring Board for the evaluation 

of research proposals submitted to the European Space Agency and serving as Vice-Chair 

for the Humanities and Social Sciences on the ESF-ALLEA review of the Bulgarian Academy 

of Sciences. She also chaired the selection panel for the Joint Research Programme on 

Creativity and Innovation of HERA (Humanities in the European Research Area). In 2010 

she serves on two further SCH committees: a committee devising the 2011 Humanities 

Spring and a committee for Central and Eastern European Scholarship in the Humanities. 

 

The key role of the Standing Committee is to speak for the Humanities in Europe and to 

work to create a more prominent and integrated place for the Humanities in the European 

landscape.In October 2008, the Standing Committee for the Humanities commissioned a 

Strategic Workshop to look into the current state and future development of the field of 

literary studies. A Working Group defined this field in October 2007 as the study through 

literary methodologies of objects that share elements of four key concepts: textuality, 

rhetoricity, fictionality and historicity.  

 

In 2009-10, this project continues as an ESF-COST Synergy under the title Cultural Literacy 

in Contemporary Europe. Four workshops will run (at IGRS and the Universities of Dublin 

(IE), St Gallen (CH) and Sabancı (TU). A closing Synthesis Workshop will be held in 

Brussels a policy report and a publication will follow. 
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MA in Cultural Memory  
 

This taught MA programme brings together an unparalleled team of specialists in a wide 

range of disciplines and national cultures from universities in and near London, 

consolidating the Institute‟s role in fostering scholarly inquiry across London and 

nationwide. The degree programme is supplemented by a Cultural Memory Seminar (see 

p36), and by the Centre for Cultural Memory (see p13). 

 

The MA will be of interest to those wishing to work in the heritage industry, those 

concerned with community and minority issues, and those interested in expanding their 

cultural knowledge through interdisciplinary, cross-cultural study, and in acquiring an up-

to-date grounding in cultural theory. Given its interdisciplinary, cross-cultural focus, it also 

provides a pathway to doctoral research in a wide range of areas, which may be pursued at 

the IGRS. 

 

The programme centres on the cultures of 19th and 20th-century France, Germany, Spain, 

Italy and Portugal, and other parts of the world where Germanic and Romance languages 

are spoken, but also includes coverage of other cultures including English. In particular, it 

seeks to explore the various ways in which culture is based on the construction, 

manipulation and transmission of memories, and the role played by memory in collective 

and individual identity formation. 

 

Students follow a core course in „Cultural memory: theories and concepts‟, plus courses in 

„Public memories: nation, heritage, local and minority communities‟ and „Private memories: 

the self, family, gender, ethnicity‟. The dissertation may take the form of a written or 

practical project. Students follow a compulsory course in Research Skills and Methods, also 

offered to graduate students in Modern Languages of the University of London and beyond 

(see Research Training, p20 below). 

 

The degree may be followed full-time over one year or part-time over two years. 

 

The MA prospectus and application forms can be obtained by emailing registry@sas.ac.uk  

or writing to: The School Registry, School of Advanced Study, University of London, Room 

NG39, Senate House, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU. 

 

 

MRes in Modern Languages: French, German, Italian, Spanish 

and Portuguese 

 
The MRes has been designed to maximize flexibility of choice and outcome, offering 

opportunities to those who would like specific training for postgraduate research in modern 

languages, aiming ultimately at a PhD, those who want to take a challenging end-stopped 

masters and/or those who have one, two or three modern foreign languages. 
 

This programme is intended mainly as a route into higher research in which research 

training is accompanied by two terms of guided essay writing (assessed by essay 1 and 

essay 2) in addition to the dissertation. The MRes combines a significant research 

component, which will enable students to demonstrate initiative and creativity, with 

elements designed to broaden their experience by equipping them with a range of 

transferable skills. 

 

Training, essays and dissertation are delivered, as applicable, by a team of over 40 

academics from Colleges and Universities in London and beyond. Their specialisms include 

postcolonial studies, gender studies, comparative literature, anthropology, art history, city 

studies, travel-writing, life-writing, philosophy and critical theory. This provides a uniquely 

rich source of expertise across the interdisciplinary field of modern languages. Teaching 

and supervising is normally in English, but the subject language may be used by 

mailto:registry@sas.ac.uk
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agreement, and native speakers of French, German, Italian, Portuguese and Spanish may 

write some of their assessments in the language. 

 

The degree also takes advantage of the rare opportunities for Research Training and 

seminar attendance offered by the Institute and the School, the excellent resources of 

Senate House Library in the field and the exceptional holdings in the 100,000-volume 

Germanic Studies collection, and the existence in IGRS of Research Centres for Exile 

Studies, Ingeborg Bachmann Centre for Austrian Literature, Contemporary Women’s 

Writing and Cultural Memory Studies. 

 

The MRes prospectus and application forms can be obtained by emailing registry@sas.ac.uk  

or writing to: The School Registry, School of Advanced Study, University of London, Room 

NG39, Senate House, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU. 

 

 

 

Research Training  
 
The IGRS offers a programme in research skills and methods to its own students, to 

students at other institutes of the School of Advanced Study, and to graduate students (MA 

and research) of modern languages in universities in London and beyond. The programme, 

comprising a series of Saturday workshops, has been running since 1999 and it is taught by 

teachers from the Institute and University of London Colleges and other UK universities. 

This research training complements our PORT (online research training) website at 

http://port.igrs.sas.ac.uk/; for further details see p21 below. 

 
The programme is offered free to graduate students in departments subscribing either 

under the Institute‟s Membership scheme (see p44 below).  

 

The programme for 2009-10 (below) may be subject to change. Those wishing to attend 

are advised to consult the relevant pages of the IGRS website:  

http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/postgraduate/igrs-research-training-programme.html or email 

igrs@sas.ac.uk. 

 

 
 

Research Training Saturday Workshops 2009-10  
 

24 October 

Introduction to the course; writing and revising your drafts; introduction to essay writing;  

choosing, defining and structuring a research  project/essay title; writing and revising 

drafts; and, in an informal session, recent graduates will speak about the nuts and bolts of 

being a postgraduate. 

 

7 November 

Meet specialist Senate House Librarians; using libraries and building a bibliography; 

specialist libraries and archives (language specific archive advice); using film archives. 

 

6 December 

PowerPoint for basic humanities presentations; Endnote, database and bibliography building 

for beginners; catalogue searching, electronic journal searching and other useful library 

computing skills; computing in the humanities. 
 

16 January 

Theoretical applications: feminist theory; psychoanalysis; queer theory; postcolonial 

theory.  

 

mailto:registry@sas.ac.uk
http://port.igrs.sas.ac.uk/
http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/postgraduate/igrs-research-training-programme.html
mailto:igrs@sas.ac.uk
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13 February 

What is visual culture? Working on painting, photography and films. 

 

20 March 

Historical methods; introduction to oral history and fieldwork; time and stress 

management; working across disciplines. 

 

8 May 

Organising a conference; giving a conference paper; writing and submitting a journal 

article; editing books and journals. 

 

5 June 

The PhD viva; applying for an academic job; getting your PhD published and writing a book 

proposal; and, in an informal session, recent doctoral graduates will talk about their 

experiences and give practical advice about applying for post-doctoral posts and awards, 

getting academic jobs or changing careers. 

 

In addition to the programme above, there will be a National Introduction Day for Modern 

Languages Postgraduates at the British Library on 29 March 2010.  
 

 

 

School of Advanced Study Training Programme 
 

The SAS programme is designed to complement the Institute‟s discipline-specific course. 

Details of the programme are available on the SAS website at this link: 

http://www.sas.ac.uk/school_research. 

 

In addition, from 2009, the School of Advanced Study is launching a new kind of research 

training initiative, supported by the School of Advanced Study. It is designed to extend 

research training both beyond PhD level to early-career researchers and beyond the local or 

national framework towards young academics anywhere in Europe. 

 

 

 

PORT: Postgraduate Online Research Training 

http://port.igrs.sas.ac.uk/ 

 
This well-established website consists of three sets of online materials: skills packages, 

directories of research resources, and videos giving advice on a range of issues of interest 

to postgraduate students (and others). 

 

Skills packages 

These provide a vital training reference point for postgraduates, prospective and otherwise, 

who want to learn what to expect, find out how to apply for a grant, compose an academic 

cv, and so on. The skills packages are not specific to a particular language area, and cover 
 

PhD application   Note-taking   Publishing your thesis 

Research proposal  Building bibliographies Organizing a conference 

Research topic   Managing your time  Structuring a cv 

Applying for grants  The writing process 

Supervision   PhD examination 

 
The skills packages comprise practical activities, with facilities for self-assessment, allowing 

you to apply the skills to the requirements of your own research project. They also include 

handouts from research training sessions on these topics, and some audio files, and are 

currently being expanded to include video tutorials.  

http://www.sas.ac.uk/school_research
http://port.igrs.sas.ac.uk/
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These skills packages are designed to complement an institution‟s face-to-face research 

training programme. 

 

Directories of research resources  

PORT provides a portal to resources in modern languages – currently Czech, French, 

German, Italian, Polish, Portuguese, Russian and Spanish. Catalogues, archives, museums, 

institutes, virtual libraries and other relevant sites are all accessible, with links to the 

institutions concerned, and where appropriate there is practical advice on access, facilities 

and usage.  

 

This project was initially undertaken under the umbrella of the HEFCE-funded UCML 

Collaboration Programme for Modern Languages in Higher Education, and was supported in 

its second stage by the Vice-Chancellor‟s Development Fund, University of London and the 

AHRC. 

 

Video clips 

A series of video clips offering advice to postgraduate students (and others) were uploaded 

on the PORT site in November 2008 as part of the AHRC-funded Collaborative Network. See 

http://port.igrs.sas.ac.uk/videos.htm. The clips feature both senior academics and early-

career researchers in their first post-doctoral job reflecting on these topics and offering 

guidance on: 

 

 

 Co-supervision: supervising together; disagreements between supervisors 

 Interdisciplinarity: looking for jobs; favouring a discipline 

 Job applications: the cover letter; pressure in interviews 

 Applying for academic jobs in the USA: the MLA Convention; tenure 

 Preparing for your viva: knowing your examiners; re-reading your thesis 

 The viva: the examiner‟s point of view 

 The viva: opening questions 

 The viva as an experience: entering into discussion; dealing with the unexpected 

 The academic job interview: preparation: anticipating questions 

 The academic job interview: presentations: sample lessons; research presentations 

 The academic job interview: the interview itself: dos & don‟ts 

 The academic job interview: closing & feedback 

 

 
 

Research Students  

 
Research students at the Institute enjoy the benefit of membership of the School of 

Advanced Study, a body entirely devoted to research, whose member Institutes, many with 

important specialist libraries, provide a wide-ranging programme of seminars and 

conferences. Students have free access to the Institute‟s own conference programme. They 

are required to attend the Research Training programme at the Institute (see p20), and 

have access to additional research training offered by the School of Advanced Study and by 

other Institutes. 

 

Research supervision is offered by the Institute‟s academic staff, in collaboration with 

specialists at another institution where appropriate. Details of their research interests can 

be found on p3 and their full curricula vitae are available at http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/staff.html. 

 

Enquiries about research supervision should be addressed to the Director, Professor Naomi 

Segal, sending a curriculum vitae and a research proposal (naomi.segal@sas.ac.uk). 

 

Projects undertaken by recent or current research students at the Institute include: 

http://port.igrs.sas.ac.uk/videos.htm
http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/staff.html
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Jana Buresova The dynamics of forced female migration from Czechoslovakia to 

Britain, 1938-1950 
 

Raymond Coffer Richard Gerstl and Arnold Schönberg: a cultural history of their 

relationship (1906-1908) and a reassessment of its impact on 

their artistic works of the time 
 

Margaret Gajewski The language of movement. A critical study of the development of 

the ballet d’action and its promotion by selected German courts 

during the Enlightenment  
 

Jochen Hung  Tempo and the end of the Weimar Republic 1928-1933 
 

 

Celia Martín  The cultural re-cycling of Spanish historical women: Juana la Loca 

and Mariana Pineda 
 

June Mong Space, memory and the engagement of everyday practices in 

Paris – a study of Benjamin‟s Passagen-Werk 
 

Marcela Pizarro Memory and the city in the Chilean transition to democracy 
 
 

Isabel Schropper Desperate for work or love: the emigration of Austrian women 

after World War II to Great Britain 
 

Karin Sousa Differenzen und die Folgen. Zu Heinrich Heine‟s Buch der Lieder 
 

Steffen Stadthaus Generational conflict in post-war Germany: the „junge Generation‟ 

(1945-1949)  
 

Simon Thomas Hölderlin: the signature of Scardanelli and the schizopoetics of 

„Pallaksch‟ 
 

Lucia Villares Reading Clarice Lispector through the work of Toni Morrison and 

Bessie Head  

 

Bianca Zaininger The inter-relationship between British British and Austrian youth 

culture 1960-1990 
 

Daniela Zimmermann Das Problem von Wort und Ding. Zur Beziehung zwischen Sprache 

und Welt 
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Publications 
 

igrs books  
 

Recently launched by the Institute, this series comprises monographs, conference volumes, 

or thematically-linked collections of essays in the field of Modern Languages (French, 

German, Italian, Portuguese, Spanish and comparative studies).  

Two volumes are selected for publication by competition each year, and chosen by the 

IGRS‟s editorial committee, which is advised by a peer review committee of some 36 senior 

academics in the field. Volumes are written in English throughout; fiction, volumes on 

linguistics, and translations of works already published in other languages are not 
considered. 

The closing date for the next competition is 31 March 2010. Applications should be 

addressed to Professor Naomi Segal, Director of the IGRS, sent by email to 
jane.lewin@sas.ac.uk, and should comprise three files only, as follows: 

 The application form, available in pdf format from http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/publications/ 

igrs-books.html. For an MS-Word version, please contact jane.lewin@sas.ac.uk.  

 The proposal, including a chapter-by-chapter synopsis, which should not exceed five 

A4 pages when printed out.  

 A short curriculum vitae of author(s) or editor(s), not longer than one A4 page per 

person when printed out.  

 

Volumes accepted for publication in the series: 

 

 Fabio Camilletti, Dante’s book of youth. The Vita Nova and the 19th century (1840-

1907) 

 

 Michael Cowan, Rhythm, Body and Technology in German Modernism  

 

 Ruth Glynn, Alan O' Leary and Giancarlo Lombardi (eds), Terrorism Italian Style: 

Representations of Political Violence in Contemporary Italian Cinema   

 

 Kevin Hilliard, Heretics, Libertines, Freethinkers: Heterodoxy in German Literature,  

1700-1800  

 

 Francesco Manzini, The Fevered Novel from Balzac to Bernanos  

 

 Frauke Matthes, Writing and Muslim Identity: Representations of Islam in German 

and English Transcultural Literature, 1990-2006 

   

 Cinta Ramblado-Minero, Women’s journeys to the past: memory, postmemory and 

representation in contemporary Spain 

 

 

In addition, two other volumes will appear within igrs books in 2009-2010: 

 
 Sharon Kivland and Naomi Segal (eds), Vicissitudes: Histories and Destinies of 

Psychoanalysis 

 

 Elisha Foust & Sophie Fuggle (eds), Word on the Street  

 

Field Code Changed

mailto:jane.lewin@sas.ac.uk
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\flo.austin\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Content.Outlook\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\PoDApplicationForm.pdf
http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/publications/%20igrs-books.html
http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/publications/%20igrs-books.html
http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/publications/%20igrs-books.html
mailto:jane.lewin@sas.ac.uk
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Germanic Studies Publications 
 
Publications in the series listed below are available from Jane Lewin, IGRS, Senate House, 

London WC1E 7HU (jane.lewin@sas.ac.uk; fax 020 7862 8672). Orders, which may be 

placed by post, fax or email, will be acknowledged by the issue of a pro-forma invoice for 

the amount due. Books are despatched on receipt of payment. Full backlists and further 

details are available on the Institute‟s website, at   http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/publications/index. 

php. 

 

Publications of the Institute of Germanic Studies 

 

Launched in 1956 and now numbering 95 volumes, this series comprises monographs, 

volumes of essays by a single author or by many, and the proceedings of international 

symposia held at the Institute and, occasionally, elsewhere.  

 

Recently published volumes include: 
 

‘Verwisch die Spuren!’ Bertolt Brecht’s Work and Legacy. A Reassessment, edited by 

Robert Gillett and Godela Weiss-Sussex  

ISBN 978 0 85457 218 2; 359pp (with Editions Rodopi, Amsterdam) 

 

 

The following titles are now available: 

 

‘Not an Essence but a Positioning’. German-Jewish Women Writers (1900-1938), 

edited by Andrea Hammel and Godela Weiss-Sussex (with Martin Meidenbauer 

Verlag, Munich) 

 

‘The Racehorse of Genius’. Literary and Cultural Comparisons [London German 

Studies XII], edited by Martin Liebscher, Ben Schofield and Godela Weiss-Sussex 

(with iudicium Verlag, Munich) 

 

 

The following titles are in preparation and are expected to be published this year: 

 

Alfred Döblin. Paradigms of Modernism, edited by Steffan Davies and Ernest 

Schonfield (with Walter de Gruyter, Berlin) 

 

From Charlottenburg to Middleton. Michael Hamburger (1924-2007: Poet, 

Translator, Critic [London German Studies XIII], edited by Martin Liebscher and 

Martin Swales (with iudicium Verlag, Munich) 

 

 

Library Publications  
This occasional series includes Research in Germanic Studies, a comprehensive survey of 

newly published and ongoing work, which is published in collaboration with the Conference 

of University Teachers of German in Great Britain and Ireland (CUTG). Issues from 1995-96 

to 1998-99 are available in electronic form via the CUTG website (www.cutg.ac.uk and 

http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/publications/publications.php?sec=3). Previous issues are obtainable 

in printed form. 

 

Field Code Changed

mailto:jane.lewin@sas.ac.uk
http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/publications
http://www.cutg.ac.uk/
http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/publications/publications.php?sec=3
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Bithell Series of Dissertations 
 

Launched in 1978, this series is designed to help young scholars publish recent work of 

high quality which has been accepted for a research degree by universities in the United 

Kingdom and Ireland. Since 1989 the series has been published in conjunction with the 

Modern Humanities Research Association (MHRA).  

Two volumes have recently appeared: 

Art and its Uses in Thomas Mann’s ‘Felix Krull’, by Ernest Schonfield  

Single Combat and Warfare in German Literature of the High Middle Ages: Stricker’s 

‘Karl der Große’ and ‘Daniel von dem Blühenden Tal’, by Rachel E. Kellett  

 

The following titles are due to appear early in 2010: 

 

Hamann’s Prophetic Mission: A Genetic Study of Three Late Works against the 

Enlightenment, by Timothy Beech 

The Role of Alcohol in the Life and Works of E. T. A. Hoffmann, by Victoria 

Dutchman-Smith 

The Wallenstein Figure in German Literature, Culture and Historiography, 1790-

1920, by Steffan Davies 

 

Recommendations for theses which might be considered for possible inclusion in the series 

should be made by the supervisor and/or examiner(s), and sent to Professor R. N. N. 

Robertson, Convenor of the Bithell Editorial Board, St John‟s College, Oxford OX1 3JP. 

Proposals must be accompanied by a copy of the Examiners‟ Report and Abstract. 

 

Other Publications 

Der österreichische Begriff von Zentraleuropa: Habsburgischer Mythos oder Realität? 

by Jacques Le Rider  

The 2007 Ingeborg Bachmann Centre Lecture  

 

 

 

Romance Studies Publications 
 

 

Journal of Romance Studies (JRS) 
 

Managing Editor: Gill Rye 

Editorial Committee: Abigail Lee Six, Naomi Segal, Katia Pizzi, Juliet Perkins  

Reviews Editor: Maria-José Blanco 

 

The Journal of Romance Studies, published by Berghahn in association with the IGRS, 

promotes innovative critical work in the areas of linguistics, literature, performing and 

visual arts, media, material culture, intellectual and cultural history, critical and cultural 

theory, psychoanalysis, gender studies, social sciences, and anthropology. Normally three 

issues are published each year, in Spring, Summer and Winter. The Spring and Winter 

issues are monographic issues: one or more guest editor/s commission articles or select 

papers from a conference held at the Institute or elsewhere. At least one monographic 

issue per year normally ranges across national cultures (not necessarily restricted to 

cultures speaking a Romance language). The Summer issue is an open issue, and normally 
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includes the annual University of London Cassal Lecture in French Culture plus a selection 

of articles submitted to the Editors. All articles are peer reviewed. The journal also 

publishes review articles and lists „Books Received‟. 

 

Issues for 2009-10 are as follows: 

 

Issue 9.2 (Summer 2009) is an open issue 

 

Issue 9.3 (Winter 2009) is „The Witness and the Text‟, edited by Debra Kelly and Gill Rye 

 

Issue 10.1 (Spring 2010) is „Overtaking Postmodernism: The Italian Debate on New Italian 

Epic‟, ed. Claudia Boscolo 

 

Issue 10.2 (Summer 2010) is an open issue 

 

Articles for submission (three copies and a CD or email attachment) and proposals for 

future monographic issues should be sent to Dr Gill Rye care of the Institute (or by email to 

gill.rye@sas.ac.uk). Authors of books covering Romance languages and cultures are 

requested to ask their publishers to send a review copy to Dr Gill Rye, Managing Director, 

Journal of Romance Studies, IGRS, Senate House, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU. 

 

The Berghahn website is at http://www.berghahnbooks.com/journals/jrs/index.php 

 

Subscription 

The annual subscription to JRS is £45. Subscriptions should be sent to Journals, Berghahn 

Books, 3 New Tec Place, Magdalen Road, Oxford OX4 1RE, UK. Discounts are available to 

members of the Institute: a 25% discount on the normal subscription price is available to 

individual members, and 20% discount to departmental members. 

 

Individual subscribers to the journal benefit from discounted prices on books from the list 

of Berghahn Books. 

 
The Institute has a substantial publications backlist in Romance studies, which can be 

ordered from Angela Fattibene at the Institute (angela.fattibene@sas.ac.uk; 020 7862 

8738). 

 

Stendhal et la Hollande - Elaine Williamson    ISBN 1 899042 05 9 [1996] ;  

Joseph Joubert: 4 Carnets - David Kinloch and Philippe Mangeot (eds)   ISBN 1 

899042 04 0 [1996];  

Léonie d’Aunet, Jane Osborn - Wendy Mercer (ed)   ISBN 1 899042 01 6 [1994] 

mailto:gill.rye@sas.ac.uk
http://www.berghahnbooks.com/journals/jrs/index.php
mailto:angela.fattibene@sas.ac.uk
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Events at the IGRS 

 
General Information 

 
If you are interested in any of the events listed below, please notify the Institute in 

advance if you wish to attend, as space may be limited. Please email either the relevant 

convenor or the general office at igrs@sas.ac.uk (tel 020 7862 8677/8738). 

 

The following programme is subject to change and addition so please check the events 

calendar on the Institute website (http//:igrs.sas.ac.uk/events) for up-to-date information. 

Most of our events take place at the Institute in Stewart House, or nearby Senate House 

(see http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/contact/findus).  

 

Mailings 

Details of forthcoming events, including Conference programmes, are mailed at intervals 

during the year to members of the Institute and those connected to it. Mailings are sent out 

electronically and by post, so it is important that we have both email and postal addresses.  

 

Please let us know if you would like to receive regular information from the Institute: 

igrs@sas.ac.uk or 020 7862 8677. 

 

 

Registration 
Attendance at Conferences is by registration only. Registration forms can be downloaded 

from the Institute‟s website: http://www.sas.ac.uk/igrs; or emailed, faxed or posted to you 

on request. Although registrations can also be taken by phone or email with payment being 

made on the day, advance booking is strongly recommended.  

 

Fees are normally payable, rates vary between conferences. 

 

Proposing an Event at the IGRS 
Proposals for conferences to be held at the Institute should be made on the prescribed 

form, downloadable from the IGRS website, http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/events/conference.html. 

In general, it is advisable to ensure your application reaches us at least a year before you 

anticipate the event taking place.  Before sending in your proposal, you should contact the 

Institute‟s Administrator at igrs@sas.ac.uk, who can advise you about applying for external 

funding, space availability, etc. 

 

Please send conference and seminar proposals to the Institute Administrator, Flo Austin 

(flo.austin@sas.ac.uk).  

 

 

 

 

mailto:igrs@sas.ac.uk
http://www.sas.ac.uk/igrs
http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/contact/findus
mailto:igrs@sas.ac.uk
http://www.sas.ac.uk/igrs
http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/events/conference.html
mailto:flo.austin@sas.ac.uk
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Conferences, Workshops and Colloquia 2009-10 
 

Wednesday 9 - Friday 11 September 

Aesthetics and Modernity from Schiller to Marcuse  

Co-Ordinators: Steve Giles, Jerome Carroll and Maike Oergel (Nottingham) 

 

Thursday 10 - Friday 11 September 

Crossing Boundaries: The Making and Circulation of Art and Literature  

Speakers: Ina Blom (University of Oslo); J. Hillis Miller (Harvard University) 

 

Thursday 17 September (Research Centre for German and Austrian Exile Studies) 

The Kindertransport 1938/9 Seventy Years On. New Developments in Research  

Coordinators: Andrea Hammel (Sussex) and Bea Lewkowicz (London)  

Supported by the Centre for German-Jewish Studies at the University of Sussex 

 

Thursday 24 September 

'Play up! Play up! And play the game!' Music and Theatre in the Life of Peter 

Branscombe (1929-2008)  

Coordinators: Martin Liebscher and Godela Weiss-Sussex (London) 

 

Thursday 1 - Friday 2 October 

The 'Good German' in Literature and Culture  

Coordinators: Pol O'Dochartaigh (Ulster) and Christiane Schönfeld (Galway)  

Sponsored by the University of Ulster 

 

Saturday 17 October 

Clothing the Naked: Pirandello and Pirandellismo  

Organised by the Society for Pirandello Studies 

 

Saturday 7 November 

46th National Postgraduate Colloquium in German Studies  

Organised by a committee of students in association with the Institute 

 

Thursday 12 - Friday 13 November 

2009 London Postgraduate French Studies  

Coordinators: Elise Aru (University College London), Cécile Bishop, Alex Robbins and Léa 

Vuong (King‟s College London) 

 

Thursday 19 - Friday 20 November 

Germania Remembered 1500 - 2009  

Coordinators: Christina Lee and Nicola McLelland (Nottingham) 

 

Friday 20 November 

Italian Immigrant Communities in the UK: The Case of Bedford  

Organising Committee: Adam Ledgeway (Cambridge), Laura Lepschy (UCL), Rosanna 

Sornicola (Naples)  

 

Friday 27 - Saturday 28 November 

Association for the Study of Modern Italy (ASMI): Annual Conference 2009 

Organised by Penny Morris (University of Glasgow), Francesco Ricatti (University of the 

Sunshine Coast), Mark Seymour (University of Otago)  

 

Wednesday 9 - Friday 11 December 

Landmarks 2: Communication and Memory  

ECREA Philosophy of Communication Conference 
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Monday 14 – Wednesday 16 December 

Remembering & Forgetting  

ESF/COST Synergy Initiative: Cultural Literacy  

 

Friday 15 - Saturday 16 January 

Conference in Memory of Fabrizia Ramondino (1936-2008)  

Organised by the Centre for the Study of Contemporary Women‟s Writing and the 

University of Bath 

 

Friday 22 – Saturday 23 January 

Lusophone Visual Culture Workshop  

In collaboration with the Department of Portuguese and Brazilian Studies,King‟s College 

London and the Curating Contemporary Art Department,Royal College of Art 

 

Friday 5 - Saturday 6 February 

Transcultural Memory conference  

A conference jointly organized by the Department of English and Comparative Literature, 

Goldsmiths, University of London, and the IGRS Centre for the Study of Cultural Memory 

 

Thursday 18 – Friday 19 March 

Women, Agency, Violence Conference  

Coordinator: Ulrike Zitzlsperger (Exeter)  

 

Thursday 25 – Friday 26 March 

47th National Postgraduate Colloquium in German Studies  

Organised by a committee of students in association with the Institute 

 

Wednesday 14 – Friday 16 April 

Junges Fontane Forum II  

Coordinators: Patricia Howe and Godela Weiss-Sussex (London) 

 

Friday 21 May (Ingeborg Bachmann Centre for Austrian Literature Conference) 

Polemical Austria  
Coordinators: Antony Bushell (Bangor) and Martin Liebscher (London) 
 

Thursday 3 - Friday 4 June (Ingeborg Bachmann Centre) 

7th International Postgraduate Conference on Current Research in Austrian 

Literature  

Coordinator: Martin Liebscher (London) 

 

Monday 14 – Tuesday 15 June 

Cultural Institutions and Literary Reception in Europe  

Organised by Elinor Shaffer (London) 

 

Friday 16 July 

Modern and Contemporary French Poetry  

Organised by Emma Wagstaff and Nina Parish, University of Birmingham 

 

Thursday 9 - Saturday 11 September 

Hybrids, Monsters, Aliens and Other Creatures in 20th and 21st Century Writing  

Organiser: Lucile Desblache, Roehampton University. Participation from the CNRS Paris III 

Censier (Anne Simon) and the British Comparative Literature Association (Karen Seago) 
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Public Lectures, Readings, Recitals and Screenings 
 

2009 

 

Tuesday 22 September, 18:00 - 21:00 (Coffin Memorial Trust Reading) 

Reading by Joseph Kanon from the Good German  

 

Thursday 8 October, 17:30 – 20:00 (Reception of German/Austrian/Swiss Literature) 

David Blamires (Manchester): The Impact of Germany on 19th-century British Children‟s 

Books 

 

Wednesday 14 October, 17:30 - 19:30 

Memorial screening: Pina Bausch: Kontakthof  

 

Thursday 15 October, 17:30 - 19:30 

Ruth Dawson (Hawaii/London): Framed: the Mutual Gazes of Europeans and Pacific 

Islanders from Cook to Today  

 

Friday 16 October, 14:00 - 17:30 

Launch of the Centre for the Study of Contemporary Women's Writing: Ana Luísa Amaral, 

Anna Mitgutsch and Nicoletta Vallorani  

 

Monday 26 October, 18:00 – 21:00 

Reading by Stefano Benni  

 

Thursday 29 October, 17:15 - 19:30 (English Goethe Society) 

Angus Nicholls (London): Between Natural and Human Science: Scientific Method in 

Goethe's Noten und Abhandlungen zum West-Östlichen Divan  

 

Wednesday 18 November, 18:00 - 21:00 (Coffin Memorial Trust Reading) 

Matteo String Quartet and Eva Mayer: Haydn-Spaß - Haydn for Young and Old  -  

 

Thursday 3 December, 17:15 - 19:30 (English Goethe Society) 

Robert Weninger (London): ‘A Great Poet on a Great Brother Poet‟: A Parallactic Reading 

of Goethe and James Joyce  

 

Friday 4 December, 17:00 - 20:00 (Coffin Memorial Trust Reading) 

Reading by Antonella Anedda and translator Jamie McKendrick  

 

2010 

 

Thursday 14 January, 17:30 - 19:30 (3rd Ingeborg Bachmann Centre Lecture) 

Andrew Barker (Edinburgh): Austrian Literature in the 1930s and the Early Years of the 

Second Republic  

 

Thursday 21 January, 17:30 - 19:30 (Reception of German/Austrian/Swiss Literature) 

Martin Prochazka (Prague): From Reader Response to Literary Anthropology: Theories of 

Fiction in Wolfgang Iser's Later Work  

 

Thursday 28 January, 17:15 - 19:30 (English Goethe Society) 

Anil Bhatti (New Delhi): The Art of Cultural Metamorphosis: Goethe's Divan as an 

Experiment  

 

Thursday 11 February, 17:30 – 19:30 (2010 Sylvia Naish Student Lecture) 

Katya Krylova (Cambridge): A City where one must Suffer the Past: Vienna and Austrian 

Identity in Ingeborg Bachmann‟s Malina 
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Thursday 25 February, 17:30 - 20:00 

Simon Richter (Pennsylvania): Die Weimarer Hetero-Klassik: Wilhelm von Humboldt and 

the Aesthetics of Gender  

 

Thursday 4 March, 17:30 – 20:00 (Coffin Memorial Trust Reading) 

Freya Klier/Gabrielle Alioth reading  

 

Friday 5 March, 17:30 – 20:00 (Coffin Memorial Trust Reading) 

Franco Moretti reading  

 

Thursday 29 April, 17:30 - 21:00 (2010 Keith Spalding Lecture) 

Rudolf Hoberg (Darmstadt): title to be announced  

 

Thursday, 13 May, 17:30 – 20:00 (Ingeborg Bachmann Centre Lecture) 

Professor Siegbert Prawer (Oxford): Types and Stereotypes. Sigmund Freud‟s Portrayal 

of Jews in Greater Austria 

 

Thursday 20 May, 18:00 – 20:00 

Dr. Jordan Lancaster introduces the screening of Mio fratello e` figlio unico (Daniele 

Luchetti; 2007)  

 

Thursday 27 May, 17:15 - 19:30 (English Goethe Society: Ida Herz Lecture) 

Ida Herz Lecture: Yahya Elsaghe (Berne): Jewish Names in Thomas Mann  

 

Thursday 3 June, 19:00 - 21:00 (Ingeborg Bachmann Centre Writer-in-Residence Reading) 

Lydia Mischkulnig - Austrian Cultural Forum, 28 Rutland Gate, London 

 

Thursday 10 June, 17:30 – 19:30 (Corresponding Fellows Lecture) 

Professor Hans Otto Horch (Aachen): title to be announced 
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Seminars  

 
Our seminar series are designed to bring together researchers, teachers, graduate students 

and interested members of the public to explore a specific area of study across national 

and/or disciplinary boundaries, consolidating the Institute‟s role as a regional and national 

centre for cultural debate in Germanic and Romance Studies. 

 

 
Research Centre for German and Austrian Exile Studies Seminars 
21 October 2009 

Jennifer Taylor (London): A Transit Camp without a Newspaper: What can be known of 

Huyton Internment Camp in 1940?  

 

17 February 2010 

Anna Nyburg (London): Danube and Spree, Thames and Hudson: Researching the 

German-speaking Refugee Publishers  

 

19 May 2010 

Inge Weber-Newth (London): German 'Gastarbeiter', Female Work and Life Experiences 

in Post-War Britain  

 
 
Ingeborg Bachmann Centre for Austrian Literature Writer-in-Residence 

Seminar  
Wednesday 9 June 2010 

Meet the Author: Lydia Mischkulnig 

 

 

Ingeborg Bachmann Centre Seminar Series: Measuring the World: 20th-
Century Austrian Writers Abroad 
Convenors: David McNair and Martin Liebscher (martin.liebscher@sas.ac.uk; 020 7862 

8959) 

 

A series of seminars centred on novels that delve into the human psyche at the extremes of 

experience in places and times where the borders of fact, fiction and fantasy become 

uncertain. Removed from an Austria-centric world to the ends of the earth, human 

pretensions to power and influence are questioned in the texts‟ revelations of how man 

seeks to shape his own surroundings in a hostile universe. The seminars will also explore 

the tension between the post-modern restlessness of writers and the very rootedness of 

their writing, dealing with particular Austrian themes in a diversity of places from the 

Amazon jungle and the Arctic to Provence and the Isle of Man, and of times from the 

Enlightenment and the Habsburg Empire to World War II and a post-apocalyptic Europe, 

challenging thinking about what is to be held important in our present. Texts are available 

in English translation, and discussion will be in English  

 

Wednesdays from 4 to 6 p.m.  

 

7 October 2009 

Daniel Kehlmann: Measuring the World [Die Vermessung der Welt, 2005] 

 

25 November 2009 

Christoph Ransmayr: The Terrors of Ice and Darkness [Die Schrecken des Eises und der 

Finsternis, 1984] 

 

20 January 2010 

Thomas Glavinic: Night Work [Die Arbeit der Nacht, 2006] 

mailto:martin.liebscher@sas.ac.uk
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10 March 2010 

Stefan Zweig: The Royal Game [Schachnovelle, 1942] 

 

21 April 2010 

Norbert Gstrein: The English Years [Die englischen Jahre, 1999] 

 

16 June 2010 

Peter Handke: Slow Homecoming [Langsame Heimkehr, 2006] 

 
 
Denkanstöße Seminars 
Convenor: Dr Godela Weiss-Sussex (godela.weiss-sussex@sas.ac.uk; 020 7862 8968) 

 

Thursdays from 3.00pm to 5.00pm 

 

15 October 2009 

Ernest Schonfield (IGRS, London): Classical Ballet versus 'Ausdruckstanz': Vicki Baum's 

Menschen im Hotel 

 

28 January 2010 
Anil Bhatti (New Delhi): The Art of Cultural Metamorphosis: Goethe's 'Divan' as an Experiment 

 

4 March 2010 

David Duffy (UCL): title to be announced 

 

13 May 2010 

Jochen Hung (IGRS, London): title to be announced 

 

10 June 2010 

Bianca Zaininger (IGRS, London): title to be announced  
 

German Philosophy Reading Group 
Convenor: Dr Johan Siebers (johan.siebers@sas.ac.uk) 

Mondays 4pm to 6pm  

 

 

The German Philosophy Reading Group is open to philosophers and Germanists, both 

students and staff, interested in reading and discussing classic texts in German philosophy 

in their original form. The seminar offers an opportunity for close reading and discussion of a 

selection of seminal texts in the history of German thought and - where relevant - to 

practise German philosophy reading skills. Texts selected for discussion each session will fit 

loosely around a core topic, with each seminar devoted to a single text.  

 

The topic for 2009-2010 is Hegel's Wissenschaft der Logik and the philosophical Volksbuch, 

story and aphorism in the work of some Hegelian Marxists who have often also been 

inspired by Johann Peter Hebel. Hegel's Wissenschaft der Logik (1812, 1831) contains the 

development of the idea of dialectical reason and forms the basis of his philosophical 

system. It has exercised a profound influence, and has attracted profound criticism as well, 

in philosophy and beyond. Marxism, Lacanian psychoanalysis, existentialism, hermeneutics 

and significant parts of more contemporary discussions in philosophy (Žižek, Honneth, 

Brandom) refer intrinsically, if sometimes implicitly, to the themes of the Logik. The work 

has been called the 'algebra of the revolution'. Hegel himself spoke of a 'deep principle' for 

the modern world.  

  

mailto:godela.weiss-sussex@sas.ac.uk
mailto:johan.siebers@sas.ac.uk
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Autumn Term meetings: 

28 September 

Hegels Wissenschaft der Logik (Vorreden und Einleitung)  

19 October 

Hegels Wissenschaft der Logik, 1: Die Lehre vom Sein: 'Womit muss der Anfang der 
Wissenschaft gemacht werden?' und 'Allgemeine Einteilung des Seins'  

9 November 

Hegels Wissenschaft der Logik, 1: Die Lehre vom Sein, I: Bestimmtheit (Qualitaet), Kapitel 

1-2: 'Sein', 'Das Dasein'  

14 December 

H.G. Gadamer: Die Idee der Hegelschen Logik (1971) 

  

Spring/Summer dates: 11 January, 8 February, 8 March, 12 April, 10 May, 7 June, 5 July 

 

 

Contemporary Womenôs Writing in French Seminar  
Convenor: Dr Gill Rye (Institute of Germanic & Romance Studies; gill.rye@sas.ac.uk) 

Saturdays 2.30pm to 4.30pm 

 

The CWWF Seminar meets 2-3 times a year, the venue alternating between Senate House 

and regional institutions. The aim of the Seminar is to provide an ongoing forum for the 

discussion and promotion of a wide range of contemporary writing by women. The main 

focus is on new and recent texts from either metropolitan France or elsewhere, but new 

approaches to any post-war women‟s writing in French are also welcome. The format for 

meetings is flexible and may include reading group sessions for new texts, round-table 

discussions, formal papers, workshops, etc. The Seminar is open to all students, 

researchers and teachers interested in contemporary women‟s writing in French. Five major 

international conferences have taken place since 2000, and there are more events to follow 

(see below). 

 

The Seminar also has a monthly e-mail newsletter, with searchable archive - to subscribe 

(free of charge), please contact Gill Rye (gill.rye@sas.ac.uk).  

 

The programme for 2009-10 is as follows: 

 

Autumn term seminar: Reading group on Marie Ndiaye's Trois femmes puissantes  

Saturday 21 November 2009, 2.30-4.30 pm, Institute of Germanic & Romance Studies, 

University of London 

  

Spring term seminar: „The Work of Ananda Devi‟, will be held at the University of 

Reading, Building L4 Room G01 on the London Road Campus on Saturday 13 March 2010, 

2.30-4.30 p.m. Organised by Dr Julia Waters (Reading). 

 

Spring term reading: „The Memory of Myths: Sylvie Germain‟s Narratives‟ - reading by 

the author (sponsored by the Coffin Trust). Organiser: Dr Ana de Medeiros (Kent). Friday 

22 January 2010.  

 

CWWF conferences in 2010: „A Decade of Women‟s Writing in France: Trends and 

Horizons 2000-10‟. Organiser: Dr Gill Rye (IGRS). Thursday-Saturday 14-16 October 2010.  

 

See http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/index.php?id=322 for more details.  

 
 

mailto:gill.rye@sas.ac.uk
mailto:gill.rye@sas.ac.uk
http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/index.php?id=322
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Cultural Memory Seminar 
This seminar builds on the programme for the Institute‟s MA in Cultural Memory and the 

Centre for the study of Cultural Memory. It aims to bring together students, researchers, 

academics and cultural practitioners in order to share ongoing research and broaden 

horizons. In particular it aims to provide the impetus and models for work across national 

and disciplinary boundaries. The group runs a discussion group and archive. See 

http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/index.php?id=338 for details.  

 

The first in this year's Cultural Memory Seminar Series is guest-organised by colleagues at 

the University of Salford and will host 'Testimony, Memory and the Past', the first seminar 

in a series of events sponsored by AHRC Interdisciplinary Network scheme and organised 

by Professor Antony Rowland and Dr Jane Kilby (Salford). The network will bring together 

international academic experts and practitioners from a range of disciplines to discuss 

future directions in the critical analysis and practice of testimony. The scheme will conclude 

with a conference at The University of Salford on the future of testimony with Professor 

Shoshana Felman as the plenary speaker. 

 

Programme for 27th February 2010: 

 

 Professor Erica Burman (Manchester Metropolitan University), 'Childhood and 

feminisation in/as memory in neoliberal times' 

 Kirsten Campbell (Goldsmiths College), 'Testimonial Modes: Evidence, Testimony, 

and Witness before the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia' 

 Professor Dan Stone (Royal Holloway), 'Memory Wars in the New Europe' 

 Dr Ursula Tidd (University of Manchester), 'Living among the Ruins of Language: 

Jorge Semprun and Testimony' 
 

 

 

Photography: Theory, Practice, and Debate Seminar Series 
The aim of the seminar is to create a forum for researchers, teachers, postgraduate 

students, photographers, photo-journalists, museum curators, and others working in any 

area of the humanities or social sciences, to explore the historical, memorialist, theoretical, 

cultural, social, political, technical and aesthetic use and practice of photography across 

national and disciplinary boundaries. It is expected that the seminars will lead to the 

organisation of conferences, collaborative research projects and a series of edited articles 

and books.  

 

Autumn 2009  

9 November: David Bate (Westminster) and Alessandra Antola (RHUL) 

16 November: Terry Dennett (Photographer) 

 

 

Visual Culture Seminar Series  
The Seminar in Visual Culture was established at the IGRS in spring 2009. It aims to create 

a forum for practising artists, researchers, curators, students, and others interested in 

visual culture to present, discuss and explore the various aspects of a given theme within 

the field. In 2009, to keep apace with the present credit-crunching times, the theme was 

Money. The theme for 2010 will be „The Art of Murder‟. The seminar offers opportunities for 

artists to present new (and existing) work.  

Dates: 27 January 2010, 24 February 2010, 24 March 2010, 26 May 2010 

Time: 6.30-8.00pm 

http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/index.php?id=338


37 
 

 

 

GHosting Seminar Series 

GHosting is lead by Ricarda Vidal and the artist-curator Sarah Sparkes and aims to analyse 

the theme of the ephemeral and the ghostly with both practical artistic and critical 

academic methods, thereby also exploring the parallel strategies and concerns in academic 

and artistic research. The project consists of two „hostings‟, i.e. workshops/lectures taking 

place at the IGRS in autumn and leading up to a group show of video and performance art 

at the Belfry Project Space in St Johns on Bethnal Green in December. Both the hostings 

and the exhibition are open to the general public. More info on www.host-a-

ghost.blogspot.com 

Dates:  

20 October, 6.30-9pm, hosting 1 

17 November, 6.30-9pm, hosting 2 

18 December, 6.30 -9pm, GHost exhibition 

 

 
Work-in-Progress Seminar Series 
This seminar series is designed as a platform for all those involved with the Institute - staff, 

research students, research assistants, as well as Visiting Fellows - to present their current 

work to each other and a broader audience in an informal session. These are open sessions 

and all talks will be held from 12.00 to 1.30pm.  

See http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/index.php?id=393 for further details. 

Convenor: Professor Naomi Segal, IGRS (igrs@sas.ac.uk)  

 

Mon 26 October Johan Siebers (Philosophy) 

The anticipatory unconscious: Bloch’s concept of life & the encounter in psychoanalysis  

Mon 7 December Victoria Rodríguez (Philosophy/Politics) 

Why democracy must be rethought: The Approach of Hannah Arendt 

   

Thu 17 December Sàndor Hites (Comparative Literature) 

Who saw it coming? Prediction and hindsight in emplotting the crisis  

Tue 8 February Sharon Kivland (Arts Fellow) 

Freud on holiday  

Tue 16 March Julia Wagner (Cinema studies) 

Memories of trauma on film  

Mon 26 April Barbara Straumann (Gender studies) 

Embodied voices: female performers in narrative fiction 

   

Wed 26 May Ricarda Vidal (Visual & media studies) 

Gentrification and art 

 

Fri 11 June Hyunseon Lee (Cultural & media studies) 

Odour and media  

 

http://www.host-a-ghost.blogspot.com/
http://www.host-a-ghost.blogspot.com/
http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/index.php?id=3
mailto:igrs@sas.ac.uk
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Tertúlia - Portuguese Reading Group 
From 2009-2010, the IGRS will run the Tertúlia series, one Reading Group session per term 

dedicated to Literature written in Portuguese. The aim of this initiative is to bring together 

people from the general public with a common interest in and love for the Portuguese-

speaking countries, and who are willing to take part in an informal discussion (accompanied 

by coffee and typical Portuguese pastries!) about a book suggested in advance. The books 

suggested for this series can be read in either Portuguese or in translation, but English will 

be the language for the discussion.  

 

Tuesday, 24 November 2009, 18:00-20:00 

José Saramago, O Evangelho Segundo Jesus Cristo/The Gospel according to Jesus Christ, 

translated from the Portuguese by Giovanni Pontiero 

 

Thursday, 4 February 2010, 18:00-20:00 

José Eduardo Agualusa, O Vendedor de Passados/The Book of Chameleons, translated 

from the Portuguese by Daniel Hahn (Winner of the Independent Foreign Fiction Prize 

2007) 

 

Monday, 26 April 2010, 18:20-20:00 

Lídia Jorge, A Costa dos Murmúrios/The Murmuring Coast, translated from the Portuguese 

by Natália Costa and Ronald W. Sousa 

 

For more information and to sign up for the Tertúlia series please contact Eduarda Mota at 

eduarda.mota@sas.ac.uk  

 

 

 

Book launch series ñNew Books inéò   

From 2009/2010, the IGRS will run the book launch series ñNew Books inéò intended to 

encourage the publication of books on subjects concerning any of the Institute‟s language 

fields – French, German, Italian, Portuguese or Spanish.  

 

29 October: The Power of Disturbance: Elsa Morante's "Aracoeli", co-edited by Manuele 

Gragnolati and Sara Fortuna. This event is organised in cooperation with the Berlin Institute 

for Cultural Inquiry and the new Centre for Contemporary Women‟s Writing. 

 

7 December: Consensuality: Didier Anzieu, Gender and the Sense of Touch, by Naomi Segal.  

2 February: Narratives of Mothering: Women’s Writing in Contemporary France, by Gill Rye.  

 

For more information about this series and/or to propose a book launch, please contact the 

convenor, Eduarda Mota, at eduarda.mota@sas.ac.uk   

 

 
   

Modernism and Cinema Seminar Series 

This monthly research seminar series is hosted by IGRS in collaboration with the 

Department of Media Arts, Royal Holloway, and the Department of French, Royal Holloway. 

 

The seminars in this series examine the relationship of modernist artistic practice and 

critical writing to cinema. The thematic range stretches from film studies through literature, 

performance, music and art history, encompassing relatively conventional cinematic 

narrative productions, abstract film and the wider imagination of "intermediality", where 

projection, performance and fine-art practice meet. 

 

Organisers: Prof. Christopher Townsend (Royal Holloway), c.townsend@rhul.ac.uk and  

Professor Eric Robertson (Royal Holloway) e.robertson@rhul.ac.uk. 

 

Dates: 26 January, 23 February, 16 March. 

mailto:eduarda.mota@sas.ac.uk
mailto:eduarda.mota@sas.ac.uk
mailto:c.townsend@rhul.ac.uk
mailto:e.robertson@rhul.ac.uk
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Spanish Reading Group 

From 2010, as part of the Contemporary Women's Writing in Spanish Seminars the 

IGRS will run the Spanish Reading Group dedicated to Literature written in Spanish. The 

Group will meet every month and the aim of this initiative is to bring together people from 

the general public as well as academics and students with a common interest in and love 

for the Spanish-speaking countries, and who are willing to take part in an informal 

discussion about a book suggested in advance. The books suggested for this series can be 
read both in Spanish and in translation, but English will be the language for the discussion.  

 

Saturday, 21 November: Gioconda Belli, La mujer habitada/The Inhabited Woman. 

To launch the Contemporary Women's Writing in Spanish Seminars, Dr. Jennifer 

Fraser (Birkbeck) will be introducing Gioconda Belli's first novel. This will be followed by a 

discussion of the novel. 

 

Monday, 25 January 2010: Dulce Chacon, La voz dormida/The Sleeping Voice. 

 

Monday, 22 February: tbc 

 

For more information and to sign up for the Spanish Reading Group series please contact 

Maria-José Blanco at maria-jose.blanco@sas.ac.uk 

 

 

mailto:maria-jose.blanco@sas.ac.uk
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Events for Graduate Students 
 

Graduate Forum 2009-10 

 

The Graduate Forum is a seminar run by and for modern languages graduate students in 

London. Graduate students from other departments (e.g. History of Art, Film, History, 

Anthropology) are also welcome, to enable interdisciplinary linking. As well as stimulating 

intellectual debate, the Forum is intended as a social occasion enabling students from 

different universities across London and beyond to meet and discuss their work in an 

informal setting without academic staff. The seminars are intended to supplement formal 

research training by students meeting to explore together areas of common interest. As 

part of a mixed programme of presentations and discussions of literary or theoretical texts, 

each seminar will focus on a specific area of cultural enquiry. Suggestions for areas of 

enquiry and related reading, or offers to coordinate a particular seminar, are welcome and 

should be emailed to Sam Bootle at forum.igrs@sas.ac.uk. For further details see 

http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/postgraduate/graduate-forum.html. 

 

 

 

Graduate Forum Peer Surgery 

 

The Peer Surgery is an opportunity for postgraduate students working in any aspect of 

modern language cultures to receive and give feedback on their writing from their peers. It 

enables students to exchange draft chapters or articles with other postgraduates 

researching similar areas/disciplines, in order to comment, discuss and improve the quality 

and fluency of their writing. It provides students with that often sought after second 

opinion, in an informal and participatory environment. The Peer Surgery aims to bring 

together students from different university departments who may not otherwise come into 

contact with one another so that, for example, a researcher in early 20th-century 

filmmaking in a German department will meet and share ideas with another student of 

early 20th-century filmmaking in a French department. 

 
 

National Postgraduate Colloquium in German Studies 
 

The National Postgraduate Colloquium in German Studies was first convened at the 

Institute of Germanic Studies in 1986, and has since met twice annually, the spring 

meeting taking place at the IGRS, and the autumn meeting hosted by another UK 

university. The Colloquium has so far been the guests of the Universities of Bath, 

Birmingham, Bristol, Cambridge, East Anglia, Leeds, Leicester, Manchester, Newcastle, 

Oxford, St Andrews, Sheffield, Southampton, Swansea and Warwick. 

 
The Colloquium provides a friendly and informal forum for graduate students in all areas of 

German Studies to present and discuss their current research, and to make contact with 

students from other universities. Papers can be on any aspect of German studies including 

all periods of literature, the arts, social sciences, history, and linguistics. A general 

knowledge of German culture and language can be assumed, but not a specialist knowledge 

of individual topics. For further information contact Jane Lewin, National Postgraduate 

Colloquium, IGRS, Senate House, London WC1E 7HU (jane.lewin@sas.ac.uk). 

 

Meetings in 2009-2010 

Saturday, 7 November 
at Aston University in Birmingham 

Thursday, 25 and Friday, 26 March 

at the IGRS, University of London 

mailto:forum.igrs@sas.ac.uk
http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/postgraduate/graduate-forum.html
mailto:jane.lewin@sas.ac.uk
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Sponsorship 

 

 

The following in various ways generously supported the work of the IGRS during 2009-10 

 

Association of Jewish Refugees 

Austrian Cultural Forum 

Bithell Bequest Fund 

British Academy 

Cervantes Institute 

Daimler Benz UK 

Embassy of the Czech Republic 

Embassy of the Federal Republic of 

Germany 

English Goethe Society 

Friends of Germanic Studies at the IGRS 

Institut Français, London 

Italian Cultural Institute 

Keith Spalding Bequest Fund 

King‟s College London, Department of 

French, Department of Portuguese 

 

 

Queen Mary, University of London, 

Department, of French 

Robson-Scott Fund  

Royal Holloway, Department of French 

Royal Netherlands Embassy, London 

School of Advanced Study, University of 

London 

Sylvia Naish Bequest Fund 

Society for French Studies 

Society for Italian Studies 

Spanish Embassy 

Theodor Fontane Gesellschaft  

Université Blaise-Pascal, Clermont-Ferrand 

University College London, Department of  

French 

University of Nottingham 

University of Ulster 

 

The Institute wishes to thank the Academic Trust Funds Committee of the University of London 

for permission to use the Staunton Bequest to subsidise speakers on French and Francophone 

culture from the Cassal Trust. It is also grateful to the Coffin Trust (University of London 

School of Advanced Study) for enabling the use of the Coffin Trust Fund to support a 

programme of lectures, readings and recitals.   

 

Advisory Council of the Institute 2009-10      

 

tbc Masters student representative 

Ms Kate Board (British Council) 

Ms Jana Buresova, research student  

 representative 

Professor Ann Caesar, Chair 

Professor Jane Everson (RH)  

Professor Frank Finlay (Leeds) 

Professor Sir Roderick Floud, Dean, School  

of Advanced Study 

Professor Chris Johnson (Nottingham)  

Dr Akane Kawakami (Birkbeck)  

Professor Susanne Kord (UCL) 

Prof Laura Lepschy 

Professor Abigail Lee Six (RH) 

Professor Martin McLaughlin (Magdalen 

College, Oxford) 

Mr Peter Mikl (Austrian Cultural  

 Forum) 

Professor Mandy Merck (RH) 

Professor Maxine Molyneux 

Dr Pam Moores (Chair, UCML; Aston) 

Professor Juliet Perkins (KCL) 

Professor Chris Perriam (Manchester)  

Professor Adrian Rifkin (Middlesex)  

Dame Janet Ritterman 

Professor Naomi Segal, Director 

Dr Godela Weiss-Sussex 

Professor David Wells 

Rt Hon Mr Michael Wills  
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How to contact the Institute   
 
Information can be found on the Institute website: http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/. General Institute 

enquiries should be directed to igrs@sas.ac.uk (+44 (0)20 7862 8677).  

 

Staff contact details 

Numbers in brackets refer to rooms on the second floor, Stewart House, 32 Russell Square, 

London WC1B 5DN 
 

Professor Naomi Segal (Director): 020 7862 8739; naomi.segal@sas.ac.uk (280) 

 

ACADEMIC STAFF 

Dr Maria-José Blanco: 020 7862 8964; mariajose.blanco@sas.ac.uk (270) 

Dr Martin Liebscher: 020 7862 8959; martin.liebscher@sas.ac.uk (271) 

Eduarda Mota: 020 7862 1612; eduarda.mota@sas.ac.uk (269) 

Dr Katia Pizzi: 020 7862 8962; katia.pizzi@sas.ac.uk (266) 

Dr Gill Rye: 020 7862 8660; gill.rye@sas.ac.uk (268) 

Dr Ricarda Vidal: 020 7862 8961; ricarda.vidal@sas.ac.uk (271) 

Dr Godela Weiss-Sussex: 020 7862 8968; godela.weiss-sussex@sas.ac.uk (270)  

 

LIBRARY STAFF 

The Germanic Studies Library is now based on the second floor of the Senate House North Block 

Dr Martin Liebscher (Librarian): 020 7862 8969; martin.liebscher@sas.ac.uk (NB306: Monday 

and Thursday mornings; Friday afternoons) 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

Flo Austin: 020 7862  8677; igrs@sas.ac.uk (278) 

Angela Fattibene: 020 7862  8738; angela.fattibene@sas.ac.uk (278) 

Jane Lewin: 020 7862 8966; jane.lewin@sas.ac.uk (272) 

 

 

How to Reach Senate House/Stewart House 
 
By London Underground 

The nearest stations are Russell Square (Piccadilly Line) and Goodge Street (Northern Line, 

Charing Cross branch). Other stations within reach are Euston, Euston Square, Holborn, 

Tottenham Court Road and Warren Street (each about 5 - 10 minutes‟ walk from Senate House). 

 

By bus 

From King’s Cross/St Pancras – 10, 73 (to Gower Street)  

From Euston – 10, 73 (to Gower Street); 59, 68, 168 (to Russell Square)  

From Victoria – 38 (to New Oxford Street); 24, 73 (to Tottenham Court Road)  

From Waterloo – 59, 68, 168, 188 (to Russell Square)  

 

Advice on tube and bus journeys can be found on the Transport for London website: 

tfl.gov.uk. 

 

By car 

Drivers entering London during the week will be liable to pay the London congestion charge (£8 

per day). There is no parking at Senate House; parking nearby is limited and may be very 

expensive. 

 

 

http://igrs.sas.ac.uk/
mailto:irs@sas.ac.uk
mailto:naomi.segal@sas.ac.uk
mailto:mariajose.blanco@sas.ac.uk
mailto:martin.liebscher@sas.ac.uk
mailto:eduarda.mota@sas.ac.uk
mailto:katia.pizzi@sas.ac.uk
mailto:gill.rye@sas.ac.uk
mailto:ricarda.vidal@sas.ac.uk
mailto:godela.weiss-sussex@sas.ac.uk
mailto:martin.liebscher@sas.ac.uk
mailto:igrs@sas.ac.uk
mailto:angela.fattibene@sas.ac.uk
mailto:jane.lewin@sas.ac.uk
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/pdfs/localinfo/VM61int_RussellSquare.PDF
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/pdfs/localinfo/VM11int_GoodgeStreet.PDF
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/pdfs/localinfo/VM10int_Euston.PDF
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/pdfs/localinfo/VM51int_EustonSquare.PDF
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/pdfs/localinfo/VM07int_Holborn.PDF
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/pdfs/localinfo/VM12int_TottenhamCourtRoad.PDF
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/pdfs/localinfo/VM63int_WarrenStreet.PDF
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/buslinear.asp?route=10
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/buslinear.asp?route=73
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/buslinear.asp?route=10
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/buslinear.asp?route=73
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/buslinear.asp?route=59
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/buslinear.asp?route=68
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/buslinear.asp?route=168
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/buslinear.asp?route=38
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/buslinear.asp?route=24
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/buslinear.asp?route=73
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/buslinear.asp?route=59
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/buslinear.asp?route=68
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/buslinear.asp?route=168
http://map.tfl.gov.uk/buslinear.asp?route=188
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How to find us 
 
Senate House/Stewart House 

Most Institute events take place in the Senate House/Stewart House complex. Detailed 

instructions on how to get to it by public transport are set out below. Stewart House lies 

between Senate House and Russell Square; its entrance is at 32 Russell Square. This is on your 

left as you come into the Senate House car park from Russell Square, or your right as you come 

through the vestibule from Malet Street.  Senate House, the other main venue for meetings is 

on your right as you approach from Russell Square (that is, go through the car park and turn 

right when you reach the Senate House vestibule) or on your left as you approach from Malet 

Street.  

 

How to reach the meeting rooms 

The offices and most of the main meeting rooms in Stewart House are on the second floor, 

accessible by lift or stairs; enter doors marked School of Advanced Study: Institute of 

Germanic & Romance Studies. Turn left to find most of the seminar rooms (ST 273, 274/5 

and 276). Some meetings will take place in the basement, also accessible by lift and stairs. Turn 

left as you come out of the lift, and left again, to find meeting rooms (STB 3, 6 and 9).Other 

main meeting rooms are in Senate House. 
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Membership Schemes 
 
 

For all enquiries about individual or departmental membership, please contact Angela Fattibene 

(angela.fattibene@sas.ac.uk).  

 

An application form for individual membership is below; for applications for departmental 

membership please see overleaf.  

 
Individual Membership  

 

Annual subscription rates: 

  £36 standard  

 £24 concessions (students / unwaged / retired) 

 

Benefits include:  

 Discounted registration fee for conferences at the Institute (approximately half the 

standard or concessionary rate)  

 Discounted subscription to the Institute‟s Journal and other publications  (see p27) 

 Associate rates for room bookings at the Institute, subject to availability 

 Attendance at the Institute‟s Saturday Research Training workshops (see p20) free of 

charge 
 

Subscriptions can be taken out at any time of year, and are valid for 12 months from the date of issue. An 
application form is below, or is obtainable from the IGRS website. The form should be completed and 
returned with payment to Angela Fattibene, Institute of Germanic & Romance Studies, School of Advanced 
Study, Senate House, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU. 
 
 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

 
Name and title             Email address 
 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .           . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
 

Department and university (if applicable) 
 
                           . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 
Address for correspondence            

                           . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . … . . . . . . . . . .                                   
 

I enclose a cheque, payable to „University of London‟ for the amount stated below (please tick appropriate 

box) 
 

□  £36 standard  

□ £24  concessions (students / unwaged / retired; please enclose photocopy evidence of status) 
 

Please send this completed form and cheque to Angela Fattibene, IGRS, School of Advanced Study, Senate 
House, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU, who will put you on the mailing list and send you a membership 
card. This will be valid for 12 months from the date of issue. Renewal forms will be sent to existing individual 

members automatically. 
 
If you would like to pay by credit or debit card, please contact Angela Fattibene (angela.fattibene@sas.ac.uk 
or 020 7862 8738) who will email, fax or post you the appropriate form. 

 

 

mailto:angela.fattibene@sas.ac.uk
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Departmental Membership 
 

This scheme is offered to any university Department or School and to groups of at least 4 

members of staff from any other educational or cultural institution. We also welcome 

Departmental subscriptions on behalf of those academic staff (not less than four) whose 

research interests include a culture speaking a Germanic or Romance language but who are 

working in Departments whose remit is wider (for example, History, History of Art, Film and 

Media, Drama).  

  

Departmental subscriptions must include all lecturers working in Modern Languages in the 

Department /School. It is left to the Department‟s discretion whether also to include other staff 

(e.g. language assistants, visiting or associate fellows). 

 

There are two options in Departmental membership 

 

Option 1 carries the following entitlements: 

 

 Discounted registration fee for conferences at the Institute (approximately half the 

standard or concessionary rate) for students and staff 

 Discounted subscription to the Institute‟s Journal and other publications  (see p27) 

for students and staff 

 Associate rates for room bookings at the Institute, subject to availability, for staff 

 Attendance at the Institute‟s Saturday Research Training workshops (see p20) for 

students 

 

Annual subscription rate for option 1: £37 per member of staff included in the application. 

 

Option 2 is suitable for Departments with few or no graduate students. This option entitles 

staff, but not students, to all the above benefits (thus, students are not eligible to attend 

research training free of charge, and cannot claim discounted conference fees, etc).  

 

Annual subscription rate for option 2: £27 per member of staff included in the application.   

 

Annual membership is valid from 1 October of the academic year in which the subscription is 

taken out, until 31 October of the following year (allowing an overlap in case there is a delay in 

Departments notifiying us of names at the start of the year).   

 

All applications for Departmental membership should be made via email (to 

angela.fattibene@sas.ac.uk), containing lists of staff and students names and email addresses, 

to Angela Fattibene, Institute of Germanic & Romance Studies, School of Advanced Study, 

Senate House, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU.  
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The information contained herein is current and accurate at the time of printing, but the details are 
subject to change from time to time. 
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